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Meredith Fire Department Historical Information
Historical information by R. Bennett

The Meredith Fire Department this year will be celebrating its 140™ year of service to the residents of the
Town of Meredith. In reviewing the history, one will note that although the Department has seen many
changes over the years, the basic principles of voluntarism and service to the community have continued
through the years.
In reviewing the history, it was on March 28, 1859 that a group of men held a meeting in the shop of George
G. Chapman, for the purpose of seeing if there was any interest in forming a fire company to serve the
Village of Meredith. From this meeting a committee of four individuals were chosen to see if a list of
interested people could be developed. Two days later this committee reconvened with a list of fortythree(43) individuals who both saw the need for a fire company(fire department) and were also willing to
serve as its first members. The following day, March 31, 1859, these forty-three men met and officially
formed a fire company, electing from the group their officers. These officers were as follows:
Foreman (currently called the Chief) — Isaiah Winch

1* Assistant Foreman (1 Deputy Chief) — George G. Chapman
2™ Assistant Foreman (2"° Deputy Chief) — Joseph W. Lang, Jr.
Clerk — W.W. Stevens
Treasurer — J.M. Beede
Steward (Engineer) — J.G. Chapman
Foreman of Suction Hose (Captain) — George S. Cram
Foreman of Leading Hose (Lieutenant) — David M. True

As one of the first orders of business, a committee was organized to formulate a recommendation for an
engine (fire truck) to be used by the Fire Company. After much research, two possibilities were brought
forth and it was decided that a Charlestown Engine, that had been in use for ten years in Lowell, MA, had the

best potential. This engine was actually a hand pumper, requiring personnel to manually pump the water. It
was built by the Hunneman Company of West Roxbury, MA in 1845. The cost to the Village was $545, well
within the $600 limit set by the “Village Fathers”.

In mid May of 1859, the engine, along with a hose reel, arrived by rail car at the Meredith Station.
Accompanying the engine were three men from the Lowell Fire Department who came and spent several
days teaching our department personnel how to operate and maintain the engine and related equipment.
When the engine was unloaded, it was towed by hand through village for all of the local people to see, it was
housed in a barn until a proper firehouse could be built. Painted in gold leaf letters on the side of this first
engine was the name “Wamesit #3”. Wamesit being derived from the name of an Indian Tribe who had
originally settled in the Lowell area at the junction of the Concord and Merrimack rivers. It was decided by
our local department at that time to retain the name. Hence the name Wamesit Fire Company, known today
as the Wamesit Engine Company, an integral part of the present day Meredith Fire Department. This
original engine has been restored and is currently housed at the Downtown station, being used for parades,
musters, etc.
From these early beginnings the current Fire Department got its start. Much has transpired over the 140
years, with the activation of the first fire hydrant in 1895; maintaining two fire stations, the present day
Downtown station being constructed in 1952; five fire pumper trucks, ranging in age from 1966 to 1993; two
rescue/utility trucks; a fire boat to provide fire protection to the many island residents and a staffing level of
48 volunteers and one full time person. In addition to the 49 firefighters (which includes two young ladies),
the Department is blessed with a very active Auxiliary, consisting of over a dozen volunteers supporting the
department in a variety of ways.
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TOWN REPORT DEDICATION
The 1998 Town Report is dedicated in memory to
the following two distinguished outstanding citizens:

Glenn Hart
1953 - 1998

Glenn Hart was a very caring and usually behind the scenes individual that was a friend to
all he knew. Most recently, he was president of Hart’s Turkey Farm Restaurant, a family
operated business. Glenn was a loving husband and father to his wife Linda and three
sons.
Glenn was always involved and supportive of many social and civic issues.
Recreationally, Glenn loved basketball, but yet coached youth soccer through the Meredith
Parks and Recreation Department with passion. Glenn was known for his whistle! Glenn
will be fondly remembered by all.
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Bryce Allen
1908 - 1998

Bryce Allen was born on the street where he died. Bryce spent his entire life in Meredith
working many trades in the village. Well known for his keen sense of humor, spinning
yarns, and his garden, Bryce became a landmark of our Town.

He
He
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was dedicated to the conservation of nature and the humane treatment of all animals.
believed that Meredith needs to slow down and reflect on the impact of rapid change.
cherished the Meredith of old. As one passes his home on Water Street we will miss
special role he played in our lives.

IN RECOGNITION FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

Peg Bertholet

Roy Howe, Sr.

Dr. Fred Hatch

The Town of Meredith would like to recognize the following residents for their
outstanding community service involvement. Each of these folks have spent many hours,
days and even years “behind the scenes” in serving our community. As a small token of
our appreciation we the residents of Meredith, - say Thank you very much!
The following is a brief summary of the community service provided by each:

Peg Bertholet:
has been involved with the Town of Meredith for 50 years. She served
on the Planning Board from 1970 to 1975 and the Conservation Commission from 1985 to
1998 doing the paperwork on Meredith’s numerous dock permits involving 5 lakes. Peg
advocates retaining Meredith’s Village character and avoiding strip commercial
development.
Roy Howe, Sr.: has been the Meredith Forest Fire Warden for over thirty years. Over
those thirty years, Roy has issued probably thousands of burn permits and has been
instrumental in education residents about preventing forest fires. Roy has decided to retire
this year as Warden. We wish him success and happiness for the future.
Dr. Fred Hatch: has served Meredith in a number of ways. Dr. Hatch served on the
Land Conservation Task Force; he was a committee member on 1989 Master Plan update;
and he presently serves on the current Community Plan. Dr. Hatch is also well admired
and respected for the instrumental role he has played as the chairman of the Route 3/25
Task Force. Dr. Hatch and his wife Ginny were honored by the Meredith Chamber of
Commerce in 1998 with a Special Recognition Award for their service to the Community.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Report from the Meredith Board of Selectmen
To Our Citizens of Meredith:
As we report at the end of 1998, we are pleased to provide a few reminders of yet another
busy, eventful and rewarding year.

We continue to strive and do more with less for the betterment of our community. For
1999 we, along with the Town Manager, have proposed a municipal budget at our same
municipal tax rate as last year. We continue to strive to be responsive to the citizenry of
Meredith.
The Town received its permit from the New Hampshire Wetlands Board to expand our
Town Docks at Route 3. We have included an additional $25,000 in the operation budget
under the General Government Buildings line for this purpose.

1998 brought expanded athletic fields and new tennis courts a step closer. The InterLakes
School District deeded an unused portion of their property to the Town on November 30,
1998. The volunteer committee is currently working to assist in selecting an engineer to
design the facility. Plans are to be able to utilize the fields in the year 2000.
We saw the reconstruction of Pleasant Street begin; this project is to be completed by fall,
1999. This will provide a new water main to increase fire protection dramatically, a
rebuilt sidewalk and a new sidewalk to Barnard Ridge Road and new drainage. As part of
this project we are installing two new sedimentation collectors at drainage outlets into
Meredith Bay to keep sediment from entering the Lake.
We are pleased to see the volunteerism demonstrated in the Community Plan portion of the
Master Plan Update. The community involvement has been very positive.

The Town’s major Public Works street road projects for 1998 were Oak Wood, Oak
Ledge, Oak Knoll and Birch Ledge roads, as well as portions of Pinnacle Park, Needle

Eye, Forest Hill and Robin Way. The Public Works Department replaced an old 72” arch
culvert on Hatch Corner Road and also began an extensive ditching program on many
Town roads, which will continue in future years.
We have proposed and support a warrant article toward the future purchase of the Calvary
Bible Church lot; the continued parking lot availability is extremely important for the
future of our downtown.
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We urge our citizens and taxpayers to review this Annual Report and then join us in
thanking our employees for delivery of municipal services in an efficient and unfailing
manner and our many volunteers that provide so many things to our community. It is our
dedicated employees and volunteers that make our projects and tasks successful.

In closing, we have tried to address all issues brought before us; some issues take much
longer to address than others or some may not be within our control. We wish to thank
you for making our serving you a rewarding and pleasurable experience.

Sincerely,

Paul R. Lessard,

Chairman

Cat C. Whitcher

i

F. Hughes

Meredith Board of Selectmen

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Town Manager’s Report
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Meredith:
The largest issue facing our community at the present time 1s how education will be
funded on a statewide basis.

Once again, we closed another busy and hectic year in Meredith; I wish to thank our
dedicated employees and volunteers and you, the public for your input and support.
First, we were hit by the ice storms in 1998, then the flooding. Between the two disasters,

Town property (including roads) suffered nearly $400,000 in damages. Through
emergency programs and grants we were able to receive $340,000 towards corrective
action. We still have additional grant requests pending.
The Meredith Main Street Program completed its first full year of operation with great
success. Although dedicated volunteers worked diligently throughout the year, more
hands and minds are always needed. Please consider lending a hand and call Linda Kelley
at the Meredith Main Street Program, 279-9015.

Awards for our citizens and community were plentiful in 1998.
John Hodsdon — Lakes Region Planning Commission Kim Ayers — award for
outstanding contributions to the Lakes Region Environment.
Helen “Peg” Bertholet - New Hampshire Municipal Association 1998 Municipal
Volunteer Award.
Chamber of Commerce Awards:
Glenn Hart and “Bud” Ambrose Memorial Awards
Fred and Ginny Hatch — Special Recognition Award for their devoted service to
the Community.
The Chase House at Mills Falls - Community Pride Award.
Meredith Community Garden Club — Civic Project Award.
The Town of Meredith — First Place New Hampshire Municipal Association —
Excellence in Annual Reports.
1998 Bright Lights Winner — Best Municipal Christmas Light Display.

We take our hats off to our special people, businesses and community. Our pride shines!

The Planning Board Chairman has appointed a Capital Improvements Program Committee
to review, rank and recommend future capital expenditures over $60,000. The Committee
report for 1999 will be in the Town Meeting handout; all budget and warrant
recommendations of the Board of Selectmen have been recommended by the Committee.
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Grant investigation will be under taken this year to replace the 6” water main on Plymouth
Street and Route 3 North to the Center Harbor Town Line, to improve fire protection and
quality of water availability, extend municipal sewer from Circle Drive up Route 3 North
and then allow for the final reconstruction of Plymouth Street. The water main
replacement is the most expensive part of the project and grant funding would help reduce
future bonding amounts substantially.
Please continue to review our Annual Report to realize what a special place we have.
I continue to say I have spoken or worked with many of you, but certainly not everyone. If
you have questions, suggestions, opinions or concerns, please drop by to see me at the
Town Office or telephone 279-4538. I have truly enjoyed working for and with you all.
And finally, although Meredith is a very diverse community, it is yours, please get
involved!

Do 4)

Sincerely,

eae eae
4

~<.

.

Peter G. Russell

Town Manager
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Record of 1998 Meredith Town Meeting Minutes
State of New Hampshire

TO THE INHABITANTS OF MEREDITH QUALIFIED TO VOTE IN TOWN AFFAIRS:
You are hereby notified to meet at St. Charles Auditorium, 281 Daniel Webster Highway, in said Town on the
second Tuesday of March next, March 10, 1998, from 7:00 AM until 7:00 PM for the casting of ballots; and at
7:00 PM, Wednesday, March 11, 1998, at the Inter-Lakes Junior/Senior High School Gymnasium, 1 Laker Lane,

in said Town to act on the following articles:

BALLOT ARTICLES TO BE ACTED UPON:
ARTICLE 1
To bring your ballots for:
One (1) Selectman for three (3) years
James Breen
James F. Hughes

205
543

One (1) Town Clerk for one (1) year
Pauline L. Jones

691

One (1) Moderator for two (2) years
Ralph Losee

19

One (1) Trustee of Trust Funds for three (3) years
Janice Phillips

12

One (1) Supervisors of Checklist for six (6) years
Lucienne M. Boulanger

666

One (1) Library Trustee for three (3) years
Delphine M. Clough

672

One (1) Library Trustee for two (2) years
Margaret T. Lee
Donald A. Phillips

488
216

ARTICLE 2
Our current requirement is for the elderly to apply for exemption by March 1“, after the last tax bill. This
question would require the elderly to apply for the exemption by August 1* of the current year, prior to the setting
of the tax rate so as to better manage our tax rate projections.

“Shall we adopt the August 1", prior to the setting of the tax rate, as the date for filing for an elderly exemption
from the property tax?”
Y BSer

74

NOR
14
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ARTICLE 3
Are you in favor of adopting Amendment No. | as proposed by the Planning Board for the Meredith Zoning
Ordinance having to do with “Minimum Lot Sizes Based on Soils and Slopes”?
Purpose of the proposed amendment: To authorize the deletion of the existing provisions from the Zoning
Ordinance, contingent upon the adoption of similar environmental standards (pursuant to a public hearing) as part
of the Planning Board’s Subdivision Regulations.
YES

505

NO

204

ARTICLE 4
Are you in favor of adopting Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Meredith Zoning
Ordinance having to do with “Off Street Parking Regulations” for non-residential uses?
Purpose of the proposed amendment: To authorize the deletion of the existing provisions from the Zoning
Ordinance, contingent upon the adoption of similar off street parking regulations (pursuant to a public hearing) as
part of the Planning Board’s Site Plan Review Regulations.

yee)

Slt:

NOPE

LoS

ARTICLE 5
Are you in favor of adopting Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Meredith Zoning
Ordinance having to do with “Organized Recreational Camps (Profit or Non-Profit)?

Purpose of the Amendment: To establish “Organized Recreational Camps” as a permitted use in the Forestry and
Conservation District, as is currently provided for in the Forestry and Rural District. Any proposal to establish or
expand an “Organized Recreational Camp” would be subject to Site Plan Review.
iY

Same./

NO

158

DELIBERATIVE SESSION
Moderator Ken Jollimore opened the meeting stating that no one could register to vote tonight, as they would
have had to of registered by March 10". Mr. Jollimore then introduced Elise McDevitt, 5"" grade winner from
Inter-lakes, of the DAR American History contest, who led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. Mr. Jollimore
went over the procedures that govern Town Meeting.
Moderator Jollimore announced the results of the March 10" voting: Selectman, Jim Hughes: Town Clerk,
Pauline Jones; Moderator, Ralph Losee; Trustee of Trust Funds, Jan Phillips; Supervisor of the Checklist, Cookie

Boulanger; Library Trustee for three years, Delphine Clough and Library Trustee for two years, Margaret Lee.
Mr. Jollimore then mentioned the following employees that do not live in Meredith: Town Planner John Edgar,
Finance Director Jeff Towne, Recreation Director Cheryl Saltzberg and Public Works Director Mike Faller,
stating that they would be more competent to answer some questions in certain areas. Mr. Jollimore asked if
there were any objections to these folks speaking to articles. No objections were heard.
Moderator Jollimore proceeded by introducing the head table: Town Manager Peter Russell, Selectmen: Jim
Hughes, Paul Lessard and Chris Whitcher, Town Clerk Pauline Jones.
15
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ARTICLE 6
“We the undersigned voters, pursuant to the provisions of RSA 39:3 request that the selectmen place the
following article on the warrant of the 1998 annual town meeting.
“To see if the town will vote to (i) rescind the provisions of Article 8 of the 1997 town meeting whereby
the voters appropriated One million four hundred thousand dollars ($1,400,000) for certain improvements at
Pleasant Street and further to reprioritize this appropriation by voting to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed
$1,400,000 for the purpose of constructing playing fields and a community center at Prescott Park. Said
appropriation to be inclusive of State or Federal grants-in-aid, or contributions from other sources; (ii) to
authorize the issuance of several bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act,
Chapter 33, of the said appropriation, provided, however, that the total amount of bonds or notes to be reduced by
the amount of such grants-in-aid, or contributions from other sources; (iii) to authorize the Town Treasurer to
make temporary borrowings, in accordance with the provisions of said Chapter, in anticipation of the receipt of
the proceeds of said bonds or notes; and (iv) to authorize the Treasurer to determine the method and manner of
sale of such bonds, notes, and temporary borrowings, as shall be in the best interest of the Town, including the

authority to enter into a Tax Regulatory Agreement containing such representations and covenants as are
necessary to maintain such notes and temporary borrowings; to authorize the Selectmen and Town Manager to
apply for and accept any or all State or Federal grants-in-aid, or other contributions in aid of the project and to
expend the appropriation in accordance herewith.” (Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of the Town of
Meredith) (Passage requires affirmative vote of two-thirds present and voting) Not recommended by the
Board of Selectmen
Bob Ambrose spoke in length about this article. Monies not spent as of yet $3,000.00 and would like this
reviewed in connection with Article 7, possibly including Pleasant Street and the ball fields in the $1.4 million,
rather than an additional $500,000 for ball fields. The Capital Improvement Plan, which was appropriated in
1985, was for future projects such as these. We approved a big bond issue last year, we have a large one before
us tonight, it will be the greatest bonded indebtedness the town has accepted in one year and we should be doing
that with some planning.
Peter
1997
video
come

Russell, Town Manager, spoke to the fact that we are legally committed for $50,000.00 of expenditures in
on the Pleasant Street project. A $15,000.00 payment of the engineering contract thus far and $3,000.00 for
camera analysis of the sewer system has been expended. If this article is rescinded, we are going to have to
up with $50,000.00 that we owe and there’s no discussion in this particular article where that money would

come from. “I was hired in 1989, and was never told about this CIP plan of 1985, so that’s really news to me this

evening.” We do have a fiscal management plan of the town, seen as Warrant Articles. Capital Reserve monies
asked for, or new terminology, Expendable Trust Account. Monies put aside for projects ahead of it being done.
Brad Sprague: Spoke against the Article. Water and Sewer takes priority over recreation.
Dave Sticht; Tracy Way, amend Article 6. Tom Boriso; Mr. Ambrose moved the question, Parliamentary
Procedure, no discussion allowed. Mr. Ambrose must rescind the move. Mr. Ambrose rescinded and moved the

Article. Seconded by Dave Sticht. The Amendment was read “Construction shall not proceed until a capital
improvements plan is in place as previously directed by the voters of Meredith.” Seconded by Dave Hamblin.
Dave Sticht spoke in favor of amendment. Selectman Hughes offered a substitute for the amendment on the
floor. “I move to amend Article 6 by substituting the word “support” for “rescind” and putting a period after
Pleasant Street and elimination all further language of the article so that the Article would then read, “That the
town support the provisions of Article 8 of the 1997 town meeting whereby the voters appropriated One million
four hundred thousand for certain improvements at Pleasant St.” Seconded by Paul Lessard.
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Karen Sticht spoke to point of order, can another amendment be presented before the last amendment was acted
upon? Mr. Hughes stated that he made a substitution for the motion that was on the floor. Mr. Sticht, OK. John
Hodsdon, an amendment to an amendment is legal and in order, however it is generally ruled that an amendment
to an amendment should apply directly to the amendment it is amending and not the original motion.
Tom Boriso, Amendment on the floor must be voted on before going any further. Mr. Hughes withdrew his
amendment.
Mr. Jollimore then asked for a vote on Mr. Stichts amendment.

Voice vote taken: NAY. Motion not carried.

Mr. Hughes then read his amendment. Dave Kuether spoke if this amendment is accepted then the article is
useless. Mr. Ambrose moved to table the Article, more discussion about capital improvement programs is needed
so moved to Table the Article. Seconded by Robert Flanders. Kevin Sullivan, if it is tabled can we bring it up
later this evening?

Stephen Nedeau, what does yes or no mean?

Moderator Jollimore, Yes is Table, No, is no

table. Mr. Ambrose: The purpose of the motion is to kill the proposal as it now stands, we had discussion to put
it on the table, no intention of bringing it up at a later date. Mrs. Jollimore, that would be a motion to postpone
indefinitely, Moderator Jollimore asked for a hand vote. PASSED.

ARTICLE 7
To see if the Town will vote to (i) raise and appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($500,000.00) for the purpose of providing additional athletic facilities (fields and tennis courts, trails, etc.)
behind Prescott Park. Possible improvements may include drainage, relocation of power lines, relocation of
buildings, road and parking lot improvements; said appropriation to be inclusive of State or Federal grants-in-aid,
or contributions from other sources; (ii) to authorize the issuance of serial bonds or notes in accordance with the
provisions of the Municipal Finance Act, Chapter 33, of the said appropriation, provided, however, that the total
amount of bonds or notes to be issued shall be reduced by the amount of such grants-in-aid, or contributions from
other sources; (ii1) to authorize the Town Treasurer to make temporary borrowings, in accordance with the
provisions of said Chapter, in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds or notes; and (iv) to
authorize the Treasurer to determine the method and manner of sale of such bonds, notes, and temporary
borrowings, as shall be in the best interest of the Town, including the authority to enter into a Tax Regulatory
Agreement containing such representations and covenants as are necessary to maintain such notes and temporary
borrowings; to authorize the Selectmen and Town Manager to apply for and accept any or all State or Federal
grants-in-aid, or other contributions in aid of the project and to expend the appropriation in accordance herewith.
(Passage requires affirmative vote of two-thirds present and voting) Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Mr. Lessard moved, Seconded by Mr. Whitcher.

Discussion: Brad Sprague amend to read 2 years to pay back instead of 5 years. Brian Allen spoke, has
engineering been done? Moderator Jollimore, we have to speak on the amendment first. Paige Kuether, where
does it say 2 years? Mr. Russell stated it doesn’t, the Selectmen set the rates at budget hearings.

Roland Boucher: How much money from grants? Moderator, we have to speak on the amendment.

Carl Johnson,

what is the difference between 2 & 5 years? Mr. Russell, based on estimates of 5 *4%, interest 2 years

$43,527.00, 5 years $89,460.00 basically a $45,000.00 item.
Moderator Jollimore called for a voice vote to retain the 2-year plan. PASSED.
17

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Brian Allen: How did we get to the $500,000. Town has no planning, time we start planning before Town
Meeting. Mr. Lessard spoke to Mr. Allen referring to the map on the back wall, plan is included in the meeting
handout. Mr. Lessard then gave a break down of the difference areas the money would cover. Mr. Lessard
discussed further the plans for the improvements at Prescott Park.
Roland Boucher, What are our chances in getting grants from the government.
will continue to look for monies for this project.

Mr. Russell, probably zero but we

Tom Boriso: Phases are mentioned, does anyone have an approximate total amount for these phases I, II.? Are
there any more? Paul Lessard spoke: Phase I, meeting the needs right now. Possible Phase II later. Complete
this project then look forward.

Jim Breen: Can’t we use some of the $1.4 million on page 69 of the Town Report, instead of giving us a 47 cent
tax increase? Peter Russell: of the 1.4 million we are proposing to us about $525,000. This year to keep our tax
rate level which will leave us a little less than a million dollars in the fund balance. The State of New Hampshire
recommends that you have between 5 and 10% fund balance for a community of our size. That would give us a
range of $700,000.00 to $1.6 million that we should have in the fund balance. When we get all done this year we
will have a little less than a million dollars so we are about 6-’2% in the range that the State recommends for a
fund balance for a community of our size. Jim Breen: Last year you had $900,000.00, and this year a million
point four, it’s going up. Mr. Russell, correct, a lot of that is in relation to Motor vehicle fees revenue, but what
the State of New Hampshire recommends, we’re going to be right in the middle of that range.
Eileen Harris: Member of the Prescott Planning Committee spoke how the Selectmen gave the committee
instructions to come up with a plan to utilize this land and how thus far have been working on that plan.
Brian Allen: Apologized, he didn’t realize so much planning had been done. “I believe we should put money into
the parks that exist rather than build more parks.” Mr. Lessard addressed the remarks from Mr. Allen in great
length.
Mike Hatch: Moved the Question. No Second.

Beth Hamblet, Meredith Neck, if we vote no on this article tonight does the land that the school district has given
the Town then go back to the school district? Mr. Lessard Responded: “Actually the vote that was approved at
school district meeting allowed the school board to enter into negotiations with the town and give the town the
land if they so felt it was in the best interest of the school district, so we do not have the land, it’s not ours it’s not

part of the town and it won’t be until the school board approves it.”

Peter Brothers; There is information on the wall, a collaborate effort to develop additional fields that will benefit
the school district, town and youth leagues.
Marshall Hubbard: What is more important our roads or tennis courts? Mr. Lessard: What is in the best of
interest of our kids, we are investing in them.

Moderator Jollimore: Moved the question. Seconded — Polls open 8:21 for 1 hour.
YES > 245

NOe

>
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The Article prevailed.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
ARTICLE 8
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seventy Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00) to
be added to the Employee Benefits Expendable Trust Fund previously established. The Selectmen are agents to
expend. Funding is already appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of
Selectmen
Motion by Selectmen Whitcher seconded by Mr. Hughes to adopt the article as read.
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 9
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Eighty Three Thousand Seven
Hundred Thirty Seven Dollars ($183,737.00) to be added to the Landfill Closure Expendable Trust Fund
previously established. The sum of One Hundred Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($125,000.00) to be raised by
taxation and to authorize the transfer of the December 31, 1997 fund balance in the amount of Fifty Eight
Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty Seven Dollars ($58,737.00). The Selectmen are agents to expend. Funding is
already appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Motion by Mr. Hughes seconded by Mr. Lessard, to adopt the article as read. Dave Sticht: Tracy Way. Needed
clarification on the transfer of fund balance $58,737.00. Town Manager Peter Russell explained that it came back
to us unexpectedly from the NH/VT Solid Waste District.

We were proposed and actually paid an assessment for non-delivery of one of the 23 communities in NH/VT
Solid Waste District, for trash, tonnage of trash.
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 10
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to be added
to the Municipal Building Expendable Trust Fund previously established. Funding is already appropriated within
the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Motion by Selectman Lessard seconded by Selectman Whitcher to adopt the article as read. Discussion: Lynn
Montana, What is the Municipal Building Expendable Trust Fund? Selectman Hughes responded for
improvements to Town Hall or future Town Hall.
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 11
To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the Refuse Disposal Capital Reserve Fund established by Article 22
of the March 14, 1978 Town Meeting, which as of December 31, 1997 had an approximate value of Thirty Six
Thousand Eighty Dollars ($36,080.00) principal and interest. Said funds, with accumulated interest to date of
withdrawal, are to be transferred to the General Fund.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

Motion by Selectman Whitcher seconded by Selectman Hughes to adopt the article as stated. No discussion.
Voice Vote: PASSED
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
ARTICLE 12
To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general fund trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a,
to be known as the Solid Waste Trailer Replacement Fund, for the purpose of replacing existing Solid Waste
Trailers, and to raise and appropriate the approximate sum of Eighty Six Thousand Eighty Dollars ($86,080.00).
The sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to be raised by taxation and to authorize the transfer of funds
transferred to the general fund from the discontinuance of the Refuse Disposal Capital Reserve Fund with
accumulated interest to the date of withdrawal. The approximate value of said funds as of December 31, 1997
was Thirty Six Thousand Eighty Dollars ($36,080.00). Funding is already appropriated within the operating
budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Motion by Selectman Whitcher to move the article with an amendment, to add, to have Selectmen as agents to
expend, seconded by Selectman Hughes. Discussion on the amendment: None, The amendment Passed. The
appointment of the Selectmen stands.
Discussion on Article: Tom Boriso: How many Solid Waste Trailers do we have? Selectman Whitcher, three
trash trailers and two demolition trailers. We are looking to replace these three trash trailers but the present
motion is asking to replace two of them.
Paul Dunleavy: Hatch Corner, why do we have to buy trash trailers when we contract trash out to another
company, do we have to supply them with trailers to haul our garbage? Selectman Hughes response: If we supply —
the company with trash trailers they are there when we need them, when they are full they come down hook up,
haul them away and bring back the empty. When we first started we leased the trailers and found that to be very
expensive, so we have saved money over the past ten years.
Marshall Hubbard: Are we selling trash to the incinerator? Mr. Russell, we’re paying therh to take our trash per
ton. Mr. Hubbard, we were going to be selling trash and now we’re paying them to take our trash. I think when
this first originated we were suppose to sell them so many tons or be penalized. Mr. Russell, the contract that this
town meeting voted on in 1987 was to take trash to Claremont at a fee, per ton, it was never suggested that we
would be paid for trash, we were going to pay to get rid of it. Mr. Hubbard questioned the contractors dumping.
Mr. Russell responded “there is no charge to anyone for residential trash that goes to Claremont, the only fee
system we’ve had since 1987 is actually for the commercial demolition and construction debris that is now
$80.00 a ton. If a contractor hauls in a whole truckload of concrete, brick, used wood and shingles it’s $80.00 a
ton that we charge. As long as people recycle the position by the Town since mid-1980’s has been, there will be
no charge for residential trash. People have to buy a facility use decal that’s good for a two-year period.
Robin Davis: Plymouth Street, have we looked into buying our own donkey to haul the garbage? If we are saving
money having our own trailers, why aren’t we supplying our own donkey too? Mr. Russell: It’s an employee
issue. Mr. Davis: That’s a dual city transfer station, Center Harbor is using it also, are they paying for the cost of
these replacement trailers or are we eating the whole bill? Mr. Russell: Center Harbor is participating in these
replacements, since 1987 the agreement was that we utilize a percentage based on their population, not it is 17.1%
of the Solid Waste budget.
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 13
To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general fund trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a,
to be known as Fire Department Communication Improvement Fund, for the purpose of providing improved
communication equipment and to raise and appropriate the sum
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of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) toward this purpose and to appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend.
Funding is already appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Motion by Selectman Hughes seconded by Selectman Lessard to move the article as read. Discussion: None
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 14
To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general fund trust fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a,
to be known as Fire Department Vehicle Replacement Fund, for the purpose of providing a replacement vehicle
and to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) toward this purpose and to appoint
the Selectmen as agents to expend. Funding is already appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended
by the Board of Selectmen
Motion by Selectman Lessard seconded by Selectman Whitcher to move that the Town adopt the article as read.
Discussion: None
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 15
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) for the
purpose of State Aid Reconstruction Program — 2 to 1 match for improvements to various roads under the State
Aid Reconstruction Program, provided that the State of New Hampshire appropriates Forty Thousand Dollars
($40,000.00).
Selectmen

Funding is already appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of

Motion by Selectman Whitcher seconded by Selectman Hughes to move that the Town adopt the article as stated.
Discussion: None
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 16
To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the necessary operational expenses of the Town
for the ensuing year’s budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Selectman Hughes: I move that the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seven Million Two
Hundred Ninety Two Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Nine Dollars ($7,292,489.00) for the necessary operational
expenses of the Town for the ensuing year’s budget which also includes articles 8-15. Mr. Lessard, Seconded.
Mr. Hughes, the total of this budget will result in a level funded tax rate of $7.09 per $1,000.00 valuation.

Karen Sticht, Tracy Way, I move to amend the budget to transfer the sum of $2,000.00 which is earmarked for the
Meredith Historical Society, into an account to be set up by the Town of Meredith for donations to the Indian
Island Renovation project. The money would be a donation in the memory of Bud Ambrose. If Article 21 does
not pass, the money will be eliminated from the budget. Seconded by Unknown. Discussion: Karen Sticht
speaking on behalf of Jane Ambrose. When Bud died in October, Jane put in the papers that in lieu of flowers
that donations are to be made to the Meredith Historical Society.
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/

After that happened I asked if there was something above and beyond that she would like to do, I told her about
my plans, or many of our plans, for Indian Island renovation, and asked if that was something she’d like to do in
Bud’s memory. On the 30" of Oct, she heard in Chases that the Meredith Historical Society Executive Board had
opted to use donation to renovate the farm museum and she didn’t like the idea. She felt that Bud wasn’t
interested in farming and she then called me and said she was more interested in the donations being used for the
Indian Island renovation, if it came to pass. I think ethically a mistake has been made and this is a chance to right —
the wrong that was created. (Moderator Jollimore interjects, 3 more minutes till the polls close one the question.)
Helen Schnoebelen, Meredith Neck Rd, and President of the Meredith Historical Society, the funds that were
requested that we turn over, we could not do. The Historical Society is a 501:3c, we are a non-profit
organization, we may not turnover any of our funds to a profit or a not a non-profit organization. Our Auditor,
Ms. DeSousa said that we could put our 501:3c in jeopardy, a disposition of the money was not put in the paper
and we could lose our 501:3c standing. Vote was taken at the Historical Society, to Mrs. Ambroses’ request; our
hands are tied. Mrs. Schnoebelen then continued with a dialogue of what the Historical Society is continuing to
do with what they have to operate on. Karen Sticht: The State has a NH Charitable Trust division, and the lady
there said that under the Charter of the Meredith Historical Society that they are able to support any project in
Meredith that is of a Historical nature. Helen Bertholet, Board of Director of the Historical Society, the checks

that came in to us in memory of Mr. Ambrose did not state that we had to use that money for any particular thing. —
Our lawyer told us that we could not give somebody else’s money to Mrs. Ambrose.

Moderator Jollimore then repeated the Amendment by Karen Sticht.
Voice Vote:

Amendment FAILED.

Moderator Jollimore: is there any discussion on the budget that has been moved and seconded? Gabrielle Niffka:
Meredith, Question on the operation budget $7,292,489.00.

Jeff Towne, Finance Director responded in length to

Mrs. Niffkas’ question. Moderator Jollimore then repeated Article 16.
Voice Vote: PASSED

ARTICLE 17
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars
($49,700.00) for the purpose of paying off or down the principal portion of Fire Truck Debt. The sum of Forty
Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($49,700.00) to be transferred to the General Fund from the Land Use
Change Tax Fund. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

Motion by Selectman Lessard Seconded by Selectman Whitcher to move that the Town adopt the article as read.
Voice Vote:

PASSED

ARTICLE 18
“To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $55,000 to improve and double chip seal a
portion of Camp Waldron Road (a Class V Town Road) from pavement near the intersection of Chemung Road
up to and including the intersection with Swain Road.” (Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of the Town of
Meredith) Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen

oe
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Motion and seconded by Petitioners: Not recommended by Selectmen. Motion by Shirley Mento seconded by
UNKNOWN, to adopt this article. Discussion: George Ryan spoke in favor of this article, Lisa Lorch, spoke in
favor of the article. Bruce Hamel, in favor, safety factor.

Barry Cotton, Why isn’t the Board recommending this article? Mr. Hughes, the Board is not recommending this
article because it did not come in under Betterment Assessment, and we have always left the maintenance of the

roads and the choice of which roads have to be repaired to the Public Works Director. Barry Cotton: How much
in the budget is for roads? Peter Russell responded in length as to the specific plans for road repairs. Marshall
Hubbard spoke on upgrading. Shirley Brann spoke in favor, major concern emergency vehicle access. Shirley
Mento if this article does not pass, there is nothing saying that anything will get done.
Robin Davis, Plymouth Street we have more traffic, if these people want to build on a dirt road let them live on a

dirt road. Ralph Meisner: in favor of the article, the mud is very deep. Karthryn Ryan: The issue is mud season
and the safety of our children. Dave Sticht: Where did the people come up with $55,000.00 for Camp Waldron
Road? Mr. Russell: The numbers came from our interim Public Works Director, George Gline. He had
recommended this and this is where this article had come from.

Marshall Hubbard and Bruce Hamel spoke again on the condition of the road. Mr. Russell then spoke that we do
have 35 miles of gravel roads that have these conditions. Shirley Mento: She spoke that this amount was what
he, Mr. Russell, said that they could petition for, they knew nothing of double chip seal. They then turn around
and don’t recommend this.
Dave Blake, Meredith Center Rd, if we’re going to recycle, let’s take the waste asphalt up to the transfer station,
grind it and put it out there. If the town is worried about money, you grind it and I'll take my dozer out there and
spread it for them free of charge for the town. Then eliminate the works chip seal.
Voice Vote:

PASSED

ARTICLE 19
“To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $64,000 to reconstruct, improve and double chip
seal a portion of Hatch Corner Road (a Class V Town Road) from the end of existing pavement up to and
including the intersection with Old Stage Road.” (Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of the Town of Meredith).
Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Motion and seconded by Petitioners. Motion by Paul Dunleavy seconded by Gina Rossett to accept the motion.
Steve Dolloff, What ate the improvements? Mr. Russell responded; to do some drainage improvements and
ditching improvements and raise the roadbed. Steve Dolloff asked if there was any consideration to the sharp
curve on the road — to improve that portion. Mr. Russell’s response was no. Steve Dolloff spoke against the
article, 11 homes front this road. It is not necessary to spend this money for 11 homes. It is not our responsibility
to improve the roads for the developers.
Voice Vote:

FAILED

ARTICLE 20
“To see if the Town will vote to prohibit the M/S Mt. Washington, owned by the Winnipesaukee Flagship
Corporation, from docking in Meredith Bay and to prevent the Board of Selectmen from entering into any lease
agreement with the Winnipesaukee Flagship Corporation for use of the Town Dock.” (Petitioned by 25 or more
legal voters of the Town of Meredith)
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Motion and seconded by Petitioners. Moved by James Breen,
read. Jim Breen, True Road “I brought this petition up so the
impact on the Town, by having the Mount in. I feel it’s going
Selectmen shouldn’t decide on their own. It should have been
about it, Thank you.”

seconded by Mike MacNeil to accept the article as
town would have a say on what I feel is a great
to jam up traffic and it’s something that the
brought before the Town, this is the way I feel

Discussion: Cousin Brad opposes this article. Responses from Jack Carty, in favor of having the Mount dock in
Meredith.
Mike MacNeil: What 2 or 3 days are they coming into Meredith? Rusty McLear, Tracy Way, We don’t have a
1999 schedule worked out. Mike MacNeil, where will they park? Rusty, Chase House Parking for 142 people.
Mike MacNeil: how will they get across Rte 3? Rusty McLear, they will cross at the crosswalk. MacNeil: what
about a tunnel or put a walkway over Rte 3? McLear: we did not look into a tunnel or a bridge. MacNeil, you
have a fifty-year contract with Laconia. Rusty: that’s correct. MacNeil: when will that run out? Rusty, 1986 and
fifty years out, what ever that is. 1986 or 1987, I forget which year we leased that. It’s a thirty-year lease with a
20 year automatic renewal. Rusty McLear: I’m against this amendment.
Alan Weiss: is this going to bring any money into the town? Rusty McLear: we hope so. He then elaborated on
the scheduling of the Mount in the various towns. Alan Weiss, is the boat or the corporation going to pay any
fees to the town to use the town facilities? Not what it’s going to bring into ships that are mainly in your
buildings. Is the Town going to get any remuneration for using the Town docks and how much? Rusty McLear:
that is part of the negotiations with the Selectmen. What it is we’re going to have is an agreement with the town;
if this is passed we will not be able to negotiate with the Selectmen.
Dave Kuether, Spoke in favor of the Mount. Marilyn Ambrose: One of the Petitioners signed it to bring it before
the people. The Town wanted to extend the docks, and coincidentally it worked well with the Mounts expansion
coming into the Town. Why was there no discussion? I believe there are 3, 160-foot docks and then 1 at 164 feet
going out into the bay. More traffic to the boaters and the Mount. Peter Russell, the actual discussion of the
extension of town docks has been at least a two-year process now. It was discussed at our public budget hearing
last year. What is being proposed and what we have applied for is to add one additional new dock, 160 feet long
and to add 60 feet in length to two existing docks that we have. Because of the extensions that we are proposing,
to have the Mount Washington to come into town, they would have to add 60 feet to that particular dock, so when
the boat turns around to head back out of the bay, they wouldn’t wipe out all our people at our docks. What we
are proposing under state regulations would be the additional dockage of 31 slips. The state talks about a slip
being 20 feet long in reality what you see down there down there in the summer time you don’t see many 20 ft
boats any more. So when we say we’re increasing it by 31 slips. In actuality it’s probably going to be 15 to 18
more boats.
Marilyn Ambrose: In the second part, why didn’t you think it was necessary to bring it before the group here. The
idea of the dock expansion, the cost and all of that, I know it’s included in the budget. What about the aqua-

therm applications this is a pretty big project. I would rather see things come out. Peter Russell: At the budget
hearing last year, it was talked about at great length and it was mentioned. We actually proposed the dock
expansion in a two-year program. We appropriated funds last year based on the funds that this town meeting
approved. We went ahead and actually did the plan design and actually submitted an application to the Wetlands
Board in 1997. This particular year, in the budget, was a proposal for the money to do the expansion that has
been talked about. We have had a very open process. We haven’t tried to do any thing under the table. We’ve
tried to be very open. The application has been on public record at the Town Hall since, I believe, December.
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Sandra Mucci: Spoke in favor of the Mount, for the future, something this major should come before the Town
Meeting.
James Breen: This is going to impact the traffic tremendously. Mike Pelezar had a question about Rte 3
expansion. Peter Russell: the Task Force has been working on that project for 4 years, the last proposal that they
submitted to NH DOT, was for a three lane highway and that was submitted in July of last year. We have not
heard anything back from NH DOT yet. We have been promised that they are supposed to be working on that
with what they refer to as the front office, which is basically the Commissioner of DOT tomorrow. Whether the
task force will hear something back in the near future as to what they would like to see in regards to what we
proposed we don’t know. We’re hoping that we will bring this to a final conclusion so the actual voters in
Meredith will get involved and have public hearings and have some say in a solution, whether to make some
improvements or not to make some improvements in 1998.

Cam Davis: What is the benefit of the Mount coming into the town? Rusty McLear: We will come into Town,
pick people up, drive them around the lake and drop them back off. We hope it will attract some people to the
town.

Brad Sprague: Who built the docks, what affect does the town have on the water.
Lynn Montana: in the Planning Board file, I found a copy of parking computation written out by Hampshire
Hospitality Holdings and another one designed by the Town and neither one of them lists parking for the Mount
Washington. If I understand correctly, the only parking for the Mount Washington is to double also as parking
for the Conference Center when the Conference Center is not in use. In the handout, it is stated that the
Conference Center will not be used when the Mount is docking. Question, will the Conference Center not be used
from May to October? Or is that the hour or the half-hour the Mount will be docking in Meredith. Selectman
Lessard responded: dual usage for the Mount and Conference Center. With the Selectmen having the right to
review and change if necessary the scheduling of the Mount docking, in conjunction with the Conference Center
booking. Lynn Montana: What about the town going into a one year contract instead of the three year contract?
Paul Lessard: I find it’s hard to evaluate after one year, and the change of the Board. More questions from Lynn
Montana on the 42-seat restaurant seating. Seating is restricted by parking response from Rusty McLear. Lynn
Montana: Where is the new dock going to be built? Peter Russell: responded half way between the boat launch
and the first existing dock, it’s about 78 feet from the boat launch area.

Christian Knisley: Spoke in favor of the Mount. Marshall Hubbard: 1945 road Right of Way, through the Town,
is owned by the State of NH and the Town Docks are attached to that right of way. The Town Docks are in
station 144 and 147 which is owned by the State of NH, not the Town of Meredith. Peter Russell; that property
was deeded to the Town of Meredith from the State, that right of way line is just inside the guardrails, I believe
that we own that property. Mr. Russell: Come into the Town and look at our deeds and the maps and what you
will find is that the right of way map on Rte. 3, is probably 15 feet from the guard rail of Rt. 3 and that’s where
they show the State property line between Town property and State property.
The question was moved by an un-named
decided by a secret ballot as requested by
balloting is done, the results will be read.
instructed to voters. Moderator Jollimore
Mount to come into town it’s a No vote.

source. Moderator Jollimore then stated that Article 20 would be
6 duly qualified voters present. This is not an hour-long process, when
Rusty McLear asked that clarification of the yes or no answer be
stated that a Yes, means to prohibit the Mount and if you want the
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Polls Closed 11:00 P.M. Town Moderator Jollimore then read Article 20 and announced the results of the vote:

YES

69

IN © eZ 07,

Article 20 DEFEATED

ARTICLE 21
“Are you in favor of the restoration of the small island off of Clough/Scenic Park (Indian Island), including the
replacement of a replica of the Indian Chief Chocorua on that island?” (Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of
the Town of Meredith)
Motion and seconded by petitioners. The Article is to be funded privately not through tax dollars. Jim Wallace:
moved the article seconded by Brad Sprague. Gabrielle Niffka: spoke in favor of the restoration of the Island and
who ever is in charge ask her for the finances. Liz Lapham: spoke to the encouragement of the restoration of the
Island. Karen Sticht: spoke to the affirmative for the restoration of the Island. Jack Carty: spoke in favor of the
Island restoration. Lucienne Boulanger: in favor of the Island. Motion by Jim Wallace seconded by Brad
Sprague to move the question.
Voice Vote:

PASSED

OTHER DISCUSSION/BUSINESS FOR TOWN MEETING
Selectman Jim Hughes recognized the service of Ken Jollimore for his 6 years as Town Moderator.
clapped in appreciation of Ken Jollimore’s service.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:10 p.m.
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Auline i Jones, Town Clerk
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Assessing Department
Lena Watson Bolton, Assessor

The 1997 sale and assessment data showed Meredith assessments at 99% of market value
as of April 1, 1997. At this December writing, the preliminary sale and assessment data
for the 1998-tax year shows the assessments will be near 98% of market value.

Since the 1996 real estate assessment update, the Town’s goal has been to maintain
property assessments at, or near, 100% of market value. In order to meet this objective,
we analyze sales throughout the Town and make the necessary adjustments to
neighborhoods and/or property types to reflect what is happening in the market.
The State Legislature made some changes to filing intent to cut timber and when new lots
are taxed separately in the subdivision process. Senate Bill 356 states when a property
owner is delinquent on town timber taxes or property taxes, the owner shall be required to
post a bond as a condition for receiving a permit to cut timber. House Bill 642 pins down
the time in the subdivision process when new lots are taxed separately. If a planning
board’s final approval occurs on or before April 1, all lots must be assessed separately for
that year. If final approval comes after April 1, the property remains assessed as an
unsubdivided whole for that entire tax year. The whole property, including any lot sold
separately later in the year, stays obligated for the whole amount. An owner who wants to
sell a lot free and clear can prepay the taxes, but prepayment must be made for the entire
property. A municipality is never required to make partial releases for any lots subdivided
after April 1. These Bills can be reviewed at the Town Hall — Assessing Department.

Buildings & Grounds Department
Walter Morton, Supervisor

The Buildings and Grounds Department continues to maintain all Town owned property
including sports fields, parks, beaches, docks and buildings. In 1998, we built 15 new

picnic tables for use throughout the parks. We have also installed an automatic drip
watering system to the guard rail flower boxes at Hesky Park. This was done to save on
labor hours and costs for the Buildings and Grounds Crew. Additional sprinkler heads
were added to Hesky Park, Scenic, and Clough Parks for better lawn coverage during
watering.
The ice storm affected our department as it left Waukewan Highlands Community Park on
Parade Road a tangled mess of trees and branches. Since that time, trails have been
cleared and re-opened for hiking, walking, cross-country skiing and limited hunting. I
would also like to convey my thanks to all other Town departments, Meredith residents
and Boy Scout Troop #55 for their help and support this past year.
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Conservation Commission
Scott Sorell, Chairman
John Sherman, Robert LeCount, and Merritt E. Webb

The Meredith Conservation Commission has had a very busy year with the review of
sixty-five Dredge and Fill Applications (Docks, Beaches, Etc.). We have started to remark
the boundary lines of several conservation easements and Town Forests that the
Commission is responsible to monitor and maintain. The Commission has received the
update management plan for the Hamlin Town Forest and will be looking to implement the
recommendation in the coming year. The Commission is also looking into updating the
southern half of the Hawkins Brook Prime Wetland and possibly to build an observation
boardwalk in the area.
The Commission nominated a former member, Peg Bertholet for the New Hampshire
Municipal Association Volunteer of the Year Award and Peg Bertholet was chosen and
received the award.
The Commission is always involved in many different projects and would like to have
many more citizens become involved with the conservation commission. We have several
openings.

Finance Department
Jeffrey C. Towne, CPA, Finance Director
Linda J. Dow, Finance Clerk

The Finance Department initiated several new programs in 1998 including electronically
depositing employee paychecks, a section 125 benefits plan and an investment plan
designed to invest taxpayer money locally. The Finance Department has “pooled” the
finances of the Town in order to maximize investment opportunities while maintaining
safety and liquidity of assets.

We are also finalizing an operation and procedures manual for municipal functions. This
manual is designed to maximize efficiencies thus reducing costs.
I wish to express my thanks to the Finance Department Staff and to all other employees of
the Town for their assistance, support and cooperation.
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Fire Department
Charles G. Palm, Fire Chief

The Meredith Fire Department has concluded another very successful year. Success of a
Fire Department can be measured in a variety of ways, especially for a volunteer
department such as ours. Many of you perhaps have read recent news articles about how
departments are having difficulties with staffing levels. Fortunately we have a very
dedicated department, both in terms of the numbers of members and in terms of quality.
As you peruse the Department photo featured in this year’s Town Report you will notice a
very high percentage of the members present together with a very supportive Auxiliary.
We, the residents of the Town, should not only “Take our hats off’ to these dedicated

individuals but also to their families and the many local employers, all of whom are
extremely valuable in making the Meredith Fire Department the fine department that it is.
The names of our dedicated volunteers is as follows:

Dare Hamblet, Roger Hawkina, Sdmard Shyeo, Dara SHyeo, Steven Facques, Heke Fohnoon, Thomas

Rushton, Shain Didney, Carl Dmith, Cecil Omith, Donald Dmith, Emea Dorel $$$, Gary Sousa, Michael
With respect to responses, we closed the year with 259 calls, exactly the same number as
last year. The following is a brief summary comparing the types of calls:
Fire Related (structure, vehicle and brush)
Mutual Aid (assisting neighboring towns)
Rescue (motor vehicle, medical, etc.)
Public Assistance (alarm activation’s, etc.)

1998

1997

15.1%
13.0%
29.0%
43.0%

1235%
14.3%
26.4%
46.8%

Although the fire related calls increased, further analysis indicates that this increase is
preventable with a little maintenance on behalf of the homeowner. Included in this
category is the typical chimney fire, which in every case could have been prevented by a
regular and thorough chimney cleaning. In 1998 over two thirds of the fire related calls
were chimney fires compared to less that a quarter of the 1997 calls. Fortunately, all of
these calls were brought under control quickly without further fire spread. So often we
read about the situation where people are left with the remnants of a major building fire
and the cause was attributed to a chimney fire.
30

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Fire Department continued...
As noted above, the second area of increased activity is the “Rescue” area. This is
primarily the result of automobile accidents which often are the result of alcohol
impairment, again a preventable situation. In this category we also include ice rescue.
Last year we found ourselves in a situation where we used the ice rescue boat donated to
the Department by the Meredith Rotary Club to retrieve 5 snowmobilers, including two
small children. Again, like chimney fires, this was a situation that could have been
prevented with a little caution on behalf of the operators.
In closing, a special tribute is extended to Roy Howe and Bob Bennett for their many,
many years of dedication to the local Forest Fire Warden program and the fire service.
Combined, these two gentlemen have devoted over 50 years of service to the community.
On behalf of the entire Fire Department and the Auxiliary, we would like to thank the
residents in Meredith for their continued support and we all sincerely hope that none of
you becomes a contributor to next year’s statistical summary. Keep those smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors working and have a safe 1999!

Forest Fires
Roy E. Howe, Sr., Forest Fire Warden

1998 was a relatively safe year for outside fires, which was remarkable considering the
drought conditions that were prevalent for most of the fire season. The majority of
outside fires were caused by cigarettes or matches being carelessly discarded.
This year, 725 burn permits were issued, as well as 138 seasonal permits. Unless there is
sufficient snow cover, all outside fires require a written permit to burn. Violators can be
punished with fines of up to $2,000.00 and/or one year in jail, as well as being held
responsible for costs incurred by the Fire Department. Please be sure to obey the law
when burning outside.
After almost thirty years of being the Forest Fire Warden for Meredith, I have decided it is
time for me to retire. Fire permits will be able to be obtained in 1999 from either Janet
Rollins in the Town Office or at the Fire Station. Thank you for all your past support and
may you all have a safe and happy 1999.

Early in 1998 we experienced an ice storm, which caused severe damage to forests of New
Hampshire. This damage created a greater potential fire hazard as well as safety hazards
to many areas of the state. Your assistance is needed in preventing wildfires is these hard
hit areas and throughout the state. If you need assistance or information dealing with ice
damaged woodlands, please call 1-800-444-8978.
3]
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Fire Department Auxiliary
Lucienne “Cookie” Boulanger, Secretary/Publicity

The Auxiliary was busy this year as they braved all weather conditions to serve beverages
and give support to the Fire Department as they fought many house and building fires.
The Auxiliary also donated to the Food Pantry, Inter-Lakes chemical free prom party,
some of those that lost homes to fires, and adopted a family for Christmas.

The projects this year included the Firemen’s supper on election night, serving both a
luncheon and coffee break for the Community Forum meetings, planting flowers at both
fire stations, marching in Meredith and Center Harbor Memorial Day parades, the annual
Fire Department Family Picnic and the Festival of Trees. The group also gave white dress
gloves and a slide carousel for training to the Meredith Fire Department. The Auxiliary
holds nine meetings per year with elections in January.
The group now has 15 active members and they are as follows:

Lucienne “Cookie Boulanger — Secretary/Publicity, Donna Brown, Margaret Currier,
Patty Denison, Dawn Durand ~ “Vice Preaident, Kim Glia, Fan Foolin - Sreaourer,

Bonnie Maquire, Barbara Palm, Fan Plancon, Pune Didney - Preoident, Gane Smith,
The group raises funds with bake sales held at Easter and Halloween and the annual
Motorcycle Weekend Breakfast. Thanks to all that help support the Auxiliary and
welcome to anyone who would like to join the group.

General Assistance
Jeffrey C. Towne, General Assistance Director
Linda J. Dow, General Assistance Clerk

In 1998, the Town assisted forty-five clients living in the Town of Meredith. Typical
assistance granted is for rent, electric, heat, food and other necessities of life. The Town
of Meredith spent $16, 881 in 1998 for general assistance. The General Assistance
Guidelines, adopted in accordance with RSA 165 define and explain the process by which

residents and others who are in need may apply for assistance. The Guidelines also define
the applicants’ role and responsibilities regarding eligibility.
If you or someone you know is in need of assistance please contact our office at
279-4538. We are here to help!
32

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Meredith Public Library
Lydia M. Torr, Library Director
Marilyn E. Rushton, Assistant Director

The automated card catalog was well received by our patrons and the paper catalogs were
removed May | from all departments. We were fortunate we only had a few hours of
glitches and downtime.
Our many varied programs for children and adults were very successful and well attended.
Of particular note — The North Country Center of the Arts summer traveling children’s’
theatre that we promote had 2,123 attendees! Dr. Jeanette Ritzenthaler led a book lecture
series. The enthusiasm and response was delightful.
Gracemarie Ainsworth and Deborah Ross left their positions at the library in August. We
thank them for their dedicated years of service to our team. Jacqueline Smith was hired
for the audio-visual position and Meredith Bird-Miller for the children’s’ librarian. We
welcome them aboard.
Our volunteers (18 strong) continue to be loyal supporters of the numerous tasks to be
completed on all levels. We truly could not get along without them. Thank you, one and
all, for your continued dedication.
In July, a very dear friend and volunteer, Barbara Duffield, passed away.

A sadness

beyond words continues. Barbara captured the true spirit of volunteerism in thought, word
and deed. She touched all our lives in special ways. Her contribution to the automation
project along with June Noreen will live on forever.
Again, the friendships of those we serve are our continued growth and success.

Annual Circulation
Audio Visual Materials
Books
Periodicals
Costumes

Interlibrary Loans
Reference Questions Answered
Registered Borrowers
Total Circulation

Acquisitions
20,285
80,243
3,381
1,083

Audio Visuals
Books
Gifts
Lost/Discarded

372
ZOD)
425
4,012

15333
oy ee
4,211
109,702

Total Inventory
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Planning & Zoning Department
Mary Lee Harvey, Clerk

John C. Edgar, AICP, Town Planner
John W. Dever, Jr., Code Enforcement Officer

Planning Board Application Summary - 1998

Comm./Indus. Site Plan Approvals
Home Occupation Site Plan Approvals
Subdivision Approvals
Boundary Line Adjustment Approvals

Pre-Application Consultations
Scenic Road Tree Cutting Approvals
Application Withdrawals
Revocation and/or Disapproval

2|
0
6
6

Zoning Board Summary - 1998
Variance Applications

Special Exceptions Granted
39
Special Exceptions Denied
2
Administrative Decision Appeal
3
Administrative Decision Appeal Granted 0
Rehearing Requests Granted
l

Variances Granted
Variances Denied

Applications Withdrawn
Special Exception Applications
Building Permit Activity - 1998
New Single-Family Homes

Garages/Storage Buildings
Renovations & Repairs
Driveways
Docks/Dock Repairs
Other Structures/Renovations

Mobile Homes
Demolition
Fences

Swimming Pools

Building

Ww

Perm its*isswe dl Nrewes
Family Homes
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Police Department
John P. Curran, Police Chief

It is hard to believe that the time has come for another Town Report, it seems like only
yesterday that I wrote the last one. As in the past I must start by stating that all that we do
in the Meredith Police Department comes as the result of the cooperation that we receive
from our community as our citizens and visitors assist us in our daily endeavors.
As is all public service agencies it is our prime goal to serve the needs of our citizens, and
that is what we strive to accomplish. Our laws change so rapidly that we must continue to
train to better serve our community. As is obvious when reading our court news we
cannot count on the court to be the answer to all of our problems.
We must constantly be aware of newer and better ways to solve problems. Our court
system is not the answer to all of our problems. We must work as a community. We must
work with our neighbors, not against them. Problem solving is not limited to the police
officer; it must be mutual with our citizens. It is all of us who make the community not
just one segment. Remember, “it’s nice to be important, but it’s more important to be
nice

In closing I would like to thank all of the members of the Meredith Police Department for
their dedication to their profession and to the community. My thanks to all of the
Department Heads and their employees for their assistance throughout the year. I would
especially like to say thanks to the Town Manager for his continued support of the Police
Department. He is there for us twenty-four hours a day and is always ready to work with
me when I need guidance or assistance.

Police Statistics
1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

18,620

23,634

25,189

27162

30,428

1,011

12253

1,481

1,593

2,334

Summonses

163

SES

304

402

620

Arrests

206

276

244

301

B27,

Calls for service
Warnings / Checkups

a5
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Police Department ~ Animal Control
Donald Belyea, Animal Control Officer

For 1998 the Animal Control Officer and other members of the Meredith Police
Department have received and handled in excess of 670 calls regarding animals. These
calls cover missing, found, unlicensed and dead animals.

We handle all calls whether

domestic or wild animal. Animal calls are received (24) hours a day and they must be
handled immediately in most cases. For the past few years our Animal Control Officer
has been a part-time position and many of the calls have had to be handled by the duty
office due to the unavailability of the ACO. Our ACO resigned in September due to
conflict with the position and his full-time employment.
He left us with the paper work in the finest shape it has ever been in and for this we are
grateful. It will make it easier for us to accomplish the task next year.
For 1999 we will have all animal calls handled by the duty officer. This will mean that
some calls will not be handled as expeditiously as they have been in the past, as the duty
officer will have to change vehicles to transport animals. It is impossible for us to know
the condition of animals we are transporting and we cannot take chances of transporting
infectious animals.
I encourage all of the citizens of Meredith to please keep your animals under control, have
the animals licensed in a timely manner, and keep all of the inoculations up to date. These
simple tasks will greatly reduce our calls and allow us to keep abreast of all requests for
assistance.
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Public Works Departments
Mike Faller, Public Works Director

The year started as quickly as it ended! In January of 1998, Meredith was hit hard by a
big ice storm causing a lot of damage. It proved to be a winter of unpredictable weather.
We had everything from storms to thaws. We were plowing and sanding during ice and
snowstorms. Then, we were cold patching and ditching during unusual thaws.
Unseasonable rains and melting ice caused many washouts, which needed repair. Then in
June of 98 we had numerous heavy rainstorms and flooding resulting in severe damage to
area roads. The crews put in many, many long and hard hours of work cleaning up and
repairing the damage from these disasters. I would like to thank all of our employees and
the volunteers who came forward to help us through these rough times.
In September, Bruce Mac Brien was hired as the new Assistant Public Works Director.
Bruce brings a wealth of experience to the department and we welcome him to the team.

Road projects completed this past year include the reconstruction of the road bases,
drainage systems and the repaving of the Oak Wood, Oak Ledge, Oak Knoll, and Birch
Ledge Roads. Reconstruction work was also done on Pinnacle Park Road, Needle Eye
Road, Forest Hill and Robin Way. We began an extensive ditching program on a majority
of Town roads to improve the roadside drainage. Our plans call for our reconstruction
efforts to continue in 1999 to improve the quality and stability of our Town infrastructure.
A major project was accomplished at Hatch Corner Road with the removal of the old 72”
arch culvert that was collapsing and the replacement with a new arch culvert. The
Pleasant Street reconstruction project was awarded to R.D. Edmunds Construction
Company. Work has begun and we anticipate the project being completed sometime in
the summer of 1999.
I would like to thank all of our dedicated employees for their efforts on behalf of the
Town this past year. Also, we appreciate the ongoing support of the citizens of Meredith
and their cooperation with our department. We look forward to a busy and successful
1999.
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Recreation Department
Cheryl A. Saltzberg, Recreation Director

The Parks and Recreation Department had another busy year with all of the programs
offered. There continues to be a significant increase in participation and interest in the
programs. There were over 85 youth enrolled in the t-ball program this past spring and
over 95 in youth instructional soccer last fall. Local seniors enjoyed trips to The Boston
Duck Tour in Boston, Strawbery Banke in Portsmouth, Shaker Village in Canterbury, and
a tour of The Union Leader. All trips were very well attended. This past summer was the
First Annual Lot Dance in the parking lot behind The Community Park. The event was a
success and we plan on continuing with this event in the future.

The community experienced a great loss with the passing of Glenn P. Hart in February.
Thank you to everyone who has made a donation to the Parks and Recreation Department
in his memory. Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciated. The
Department will be working with The Hart family on a project to put the donations
towards. If you are interested in working with us on this project, or would like to make a
donation in Glenn’s memory, please contact The Recreation Office at 279-4538.
On behalf of The Meredith Parks and Recreation Department, thank you to the citizens and
the other Town departments for making 1998 another successful year.

This past
summer,
participants in
the Playground
Program
enjoyed a
morning of
hiking, games,
and nature
education at
the Waukewan
Highlands
Community
Park located on
Parade Road.
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Solid Waste Department
Mike Faller, Public Works Director

The Solid Waste Facility had another busy and successful year in 1998. We received the
two new trash trailers in October. Due to the size and capacity of these new trailers, we
hope to cut down on our hauling expenses this year.
With the departure of Solid Waste employee, Tom Dow, (who relocated to sunny Florida),

we hired Milton Reed in May. We welcome Milton to the Solid Waste Department.
The Solid Waste Facility averages about 3,100 tons of waste (non-recyclable) per year.
The Facility also continues to do a fine job of recycling. Residents are reminded that the
“Recycling Store” at the Facility will accept any item that is in good condition and can be

purchased for a small donation.
The Annual Community Clean Up Week and Hazardous Materials Collection Day was a
success again this year, with many residents taking advantage of the opportunity to do
their “Spring” cleaning.

I would like to thank the residents of Meredith and Center Harbor for their cooperation in
doing their share to recycle. Your cooperation helps to save money in trash disposal costs
as well as being good for our environment.

Tax Collector
Valerie Fogg, Deputy Tax Collector

The optimism of the community is again reflected in the collection of the property taxes
for the municipality. The percentage of collections at the end of 1998 was 93.8%. This
represents the highest collection of taxes in over eleven years. As a result, the Town has
not borrowed in anticipation of taxes for over 3 years.
If property owners are delinquent in their tax payments, they should contact Valerie
(Vikki) Fogg, the Deputy Tax Collector, to make payment arrangements. Partial
payments towards delinquent taxes reduce the amount of interest due and the burden to
the taxpayer.
After April 1°, the Town will accept payments towards the 1999 property taxes.
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Town Clerk Department
Pauline L. Jones, Town Clerk

Sheila M. Vachon, Deputy Town Clerk

The Town Clerks Department again, wishes to thank the residents of Meredith for their
continued support. With the on-going implementation of the new plate issue for the 1999year, your patience and cooperation will be greatly appreciated. The licensing of dogs is a
state mandated law, RSA 466:1. Please, be a responsible pet owner and license your pet
as soon as they receive their rabies inoculation. We are here to assist in any way possible,
for the greater good and growth of our community. It’s our pleasure to assist you.
The 1998 Town Clerk Department Collections were as follows:
Auto Registrations (8764)
Dogs (1070)

821,725.00
7,682.50

Miscellaneous Total:
Total

13,097.06
$842,504.56

Miscellaneous includes: UCC Filings, Marriage Licensees, Vital Record Copies,
Aquatherm Permits, Dredge & Fill Permits, Mailings, Notary/Justice Fees.

Water and Sewer Departments
Robert Hill, Superintendent

1998 was an exciting and productive year for the Water and Sewer Departments.
Highlights of the year were the startup of the Pleasant Street water and road
reconstruction. Three new isolation gates were installed in the water main system. The
water main interconnection loop and drainage from Avery Street to Canal Street is 90%
completed and will be finished in 1999. A new water main was installed on Chester Drive,
and four broken water mains were repaired. A new dry hydrant for fire protection was
installed on Quarry Road.

Three sewer lift station pumps were rebuilt along with four main valves replaced. Sewer
main line inspections and repairs are ongoing to eliminate broken and inferior piping. A
new sewer main was installed on Route 25 that replaced a failed line. The Westbury Road
sewer main project was installed and property owners connected to the system as well as
properties on Waukewan Street connected to the sewer main line, contributing to assure
the ground water quality in the areas. Meredith’s two dams endured the 1998 flood and
upgrades to the Reservoir dam are planned for 1999.
On behalf of the employees of the Water and Sewer Departments, I want to thank you for
allowing us to serve you and your continued support. We anxiously look forward to a
prosperous 1999.
40

SUPPORTED OUTSIDE AGENCIES

American Red Cross
Denise Beauparlant, Executive Director

The American Red Cross - Greater White Mountain Chapter is grateful to the people of
Meredith for their support of our work. In the past year, every service provided by the Red
Cross has been utilized by someone, somewhere in your community.

Three families with members in the armed forces received help with emergency
communications, at an average cost of $250 per case. The US Congress mandates that we
provide this service, but we receive no federal funding to cover its costs. The service is
provided 365 days a year, 24 hours a day at no cost to the service person or family.
Meredith residents also received disaster services. Whether from a house fire or during the
ice storms of January, the Red Cross was there to provide support, a place to stay,
emergency supplies and personal items.

Life-saving classes such as CPR and First Aid were taught by Red Cross certified
instructors to many local residents and young people in town benefited from Red Cross
babysitting training and swimming lessons. Funding also helps bring blood drives to town
throughout the year. Meredith residents have always been generous donors to these drives
and anyone who has ever required a life-saving transfusion is grateful for their generosity.
We thank you for supporting the efforts of the American Red Cross, both here at home and
elsewhere when disaster strikes.

Community Health & Hospice
Margaret Franckhauser, Executive Director

Community Health & Hospice is a community based, not for profit, home care and health
related service agency serving greater Belknap County. The agency is governed by a
community Board of Directors who represent the communities served. Community Health
& Hospice works with Meredith Public Health Nursing to complement the services
provided by the town agency. Among the varied services available through CH&H are the
Homemaker program offering chore-type services to allow the elderly and infirm to
manage in their own homes and the Medicare certified Hospice program which offers a
special kind of caring for persons with life threatening illness and their families. The
agency also offers a program called Family First/Growing family providing health and
social support services to young families to improve their health and well being.

During the agency’s last fiscal year, the following services were provided to Meredith
residents:
Homemaker services
709 visits
Adult In-Home Care
143 visits
Hospice services
415 visits
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Emergency Management Agency
Steven R. Bennett, Director

In January of 1998 this community was recovering from the effects of a severe ice storm
that burdened nearly all of our citizens. With most of Meredith without power and with
repeated calls coming in for help, trees and power lines down, wires burning and roads
being closed down, it became necessary to call in assistance.
An emergency shelter was opened and staffed at our local fire station. Town Manager
Peter Russell, Fire Chief Chuck Palm, Police Chief John Curran, Public Works Director

Mike Faller and Water and Sewer Superintendent Robert Hill provided badly needed
assistance efforts. As citizens of the Town of Meredith, we owe a lot to all of the people
that worked so hard for us during this emergency and the many weeks of cleanup that
followed. Heavy rains in June led to inspections being carried out on dam locations in the
Meredith area. Water rose so fast in Lake Waukewan and Lake Wicwas that dam planks
had to be removed to protect against severe property flooding damage. As an additional
result of lowering the water, we received reports that we had saved several pairs of nesting
loons and the young they were raising from sure drowning.

I wish to extend my most sincere thanks to all of the Meredith Town employees and
residents who stepped forward during this year to assist with problems. We are a far
better community thanks to the many caring people who are willing to get involved and
make a difference.

Interlakes Daycare Center and Nursery School
Connie Pelletier, Director

We wish to thank the Town of Meredith for their continued support of our programs.
Inter-Lakes Day Care Center and Nursery School is a private, non-profit fully licensed,
non-denominational, tax exempt community child care agency incorporated in October
1971, and is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors.

Our Center is open year round in two sites from 6:30 AM to 5:30 PM. Services include
full and part-time child care, morning preschool programs, school based extended day
programs, school vacation day camp programs, summer day camp programs, USDA
school lunch program for hot meals and snacks, transportation for kindergarten, and the
Inter-Lakes Family Daycare Nutrition Program sponsorship. Through the State of New
Hampshire under Title XX we are able to provide sliding fee scale tuition based on
income level and family size. It is available for purposes of employment, training and
pursuit of degrees or certificate programs, job search and temporary disability.
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KidWorks Learning Center
Karen Stetson, Executive Director

On behalf of the staff, parents, children and Board of Directors of KidWorks Learning

Center, I would like to express our sincere thanks to the Town of Meredith for your
support to the families we serve in Meredith.

KidWorks is a non-profit child care center licensed to provide care and education for
seventy children, the majority being the children of parents who live or workin Meredith.
We care for infants and toddlers, offer preschool, kindergarten and before & after school
programs. A Summer Enrichment Camp is provided for children, ages five through
twelve. Our preschool and toddler programs provide an enriched experience to help
children get a head start on their education while playing in a safe, nurturing environment.

Through the New Hampshire Title XX program, we are able to provide reduced tuition for
lower income families. We also participate in the USDA food program and serve a
nutritious breakfast, lunch and snacks.

KidWorks is committed to offering quality childcare for local families that is accessible
and affordable. For further information about KidWorks, please call us at 279-6633.

Lakes Region Community Services Council
Stephen C. Maguire, Assistant Executive Director .

Throughout the past year, Lakes Region Community Services Council has continued to
serve all Meredith residents who have a developmental disability. Services such as:
residential, vocational, family support and transportation, have long become an inherent
part of the lives of these Meredith residents.
Our transportation system, "Greater Laconia Transit Agency" (GLTA), serves two functions
in our region. One provides for the specialized transportation needs of disabled individuals,
and the other for the general public. For the former, these needs involve a daily round trip
service between home and a variety of vocational programs. The general public on the other
hand, accesses GLTA’s services along specified routes, or by charter.
Funding from the town has been, and will continue to be earmarked to support this
transportation system.
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Lakes Region Family Service Association, Inc.
Philip T. Mead, Clinical Director

Lakes Region Family Service greatly appreciates Meredith’s support of our services. With
two Inter-Lakes School District employees and four Meredith residents on our Board, we
feel well informed of your community’s needs. In 1998, we directly served the children in
Meredith through our “Social Skills” and “Children in Transition” groups offered at InterLakes Elementary School. Our Supervised Visitation program (began in late 1997) has met
the needs of Meredith families.
Lakes Region Family Service also offers transportation for children to Laconia for
counseling and/or supervised visits with their non-custodial parent. The initial steps have
been taken to begin a peer mediation program at Inter-Lakes Elementary School.
Parent/Child mediations are offered at no charge. Please call LRFS for a handy program
reference guide at (603) 524-5835.

Lakes Region Planning Commission
Kimon Koulet, Executive Director

LRPC, with a service area covering over 1,200 square miles in Belknap, Carroll, Grafton

and Counties, is one of nine regional planning agencies established by state statute. We
continued to have a very busy year. Our work program remains diverse with activities
such as local planning assistance, circuit rider planning, regional information systems &
mapping, transportation planning, economic development, and natural resources planning.
The Lakes Region Planning Commission is funded through multiple sources including
local dues contributed by member municipalities. LRPC was called upon many times each
day to provide local technical advice, and to respond to requests for service. We have also
continued to maintain a regular dialogue with those state agencies that depend on us for a
linkage to the communities in the Lakes Region. Our goal remains to provide support and
leadership to the region, its governments, businesses, and citizens.

We look forward to serving Meredith in the future. Feel free to contact us at 279-8171 for
additional information or whenever we can be of assistance.
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Meredith Chamber of Commerce
Susan Cerutti, Executive Director

The Meredith Chamber of Commerce, now located at 272 Daniel Webster Highway,
consists of over two hundred and eighty businesses who are organized to advance and
promote the commercial, industrial, service, professional, tourism, and retail interests of
Meredith and its trade area. The Information Center was open daily from May through
October and visitors to the Center found a wide array of promotional literature. Staffing
the Center in 1998 were Doris Stone, Lloyd Sprague, Jean Greenlaw, Tinka Knighton,
Molly Landrigan, and Ruth McHugh.
The major marketing effort of the Chamber in 1998 was the placements of display ads in
national magazines designed to entice people to visit the area and distribution of our high
quality brochure. The 1998 Meredith brochure was distributed at high traffic tourist
attractions throughout New England including the State Rest Area and the Manchester
Airport Visitor Center. Chamber sponsored events included the Lakes Region Fine Arts
and Crafts Festival, the Fourth of July Fireworks, Midnight Madness Sale, Christmas
Open House, the Community Yard Sale, and the Awards Ceremony at the Annual
Meeting. Regular Business After Hours and Breakfast Forums were held and two new
guides were produced: An Antiquing Guide and a Marine Services Guide. The Business
Passport Program, the Around the Town Map, and the Service Guide were all continued.

The Chamber greatly appreciates the support of the community for its many activities and
is especially appreciative of the cooperation and assistance received from the various
departments of the Town in carrying out its many projects.

Meredith Community Action Program
Prudence Tylenda, Area Director

The Meredith Community Action Program is a local, community based, nonprofit
organization dedicated to addressing the needs of the elderly and low income residents in
the Town of Meredith. We wish to thank the Town of Meredith for it’s support of CAP.

During the past year, we have provided $254,507 in services to Meredith residents. As
you are aware, our major concern has always been, and will continue to be, the delivery of
needed services to the elderly, handicapped and low-income residents of the community.
Some of the services we provide are administration of the fuel assistance program, the
Women, Infants and Children Program, congregate meals at the Senior Center, Meals on
Wheels, emergency food pantry, family planning and transportation. For more
information, please contact 279-4096.
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Meredith Historical Society
Dawn Dever, President

1998 was a very productive year for the Meredith Historical Society. With your
generosity and commitment to preserve the history of Meredith, the society was able to
open the Farm Museum on Winona Road. We appreciate all the Volunteers who have
made our success possible.
We presented many successful programs and will have even more for you this coming
year. Our genealogy department has been expanded as well as all of the historical displays
at the Main Street Museum. This year we will be developing guidebooks for our museums
and we are beginning a documentation of all the early houses of Meredith. We received a
gift of hand-hewn beams and will be looking into the possibility of a post and beam
structure beside the Pottle MeetingHouse (Farm Museum).

Meredith Public Health Nursing Association
June A. Plummer, RN, Executive Director/Supervisor

1998 was our 75th year visiting patients in their home. Home Health has seen many
changes throughout the years. Due to the changes and the requirements from Medicare
and other insurance’s in Home Health we relocated in November to our new office and we
now have the much-needed space for our employees. Many thanks to the Rotary and
Kiawanis who made our move easier.
Services in Meredith during 1998 include:
RN Home Visits
Office Visits
Weekend/Evening Visits
Physical Therapy
Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy
CNA Home Visits

2336
994
228
294
2
xt
2406

I would also like to thank the Town of Meredith and others who have supported us with
their donations, memorial gifts and response to our Annual Fund Drive.
Meredith Public Health Nursing Association is a Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS approved and
state licensed agency that provides Skilled Nursing, Psychiatric Nursing, Physical
Therapy, Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and Homemaker Service to the residents
of Meredith and Center Harbor.
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New Beginnings ~ A Women’s Crisis Center
Kathy Keller, Director

On behalf of New Beginnings - A Women's Crisis Center, I would like to thank the Town of
Meredith for its support. Your $1,000.00 allocation for 1998 assisted us in providing
emergency services, advocacy and support to victims of domestic and sexual violence.
Publicity surrounding the issue of domestic and sexual violence and its devastating effects on
families and children has resulted in a significant increase in requests for our services.

As you know, New Beginnings staffs a 24-hour crisis line solely with volunteers. We operate
a full-time shelter for women and children and have safe homes for male victims; provide
support and advocacy at courts, hospitals, police stations, and social service agencies. New
Beginnings offers peer support groups for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault;
assists with needs assessments, case management and housing options; and does community
outreach and education programs for youth, teens and adults. All of our services are
provided free of charge.
We greatly appreciate the solid support of the Meredith community. We are dedicated to
human service, social responsibility and fiscal accountability. New Beginnings represents a
very finite portion of the Meredith budget but the returns are immeasurable. Volunteers are
always needed and the opportunity to serve is fulfilling and satisfying.

New Hampshire Humane Society
Jennifer Doris, Outreach Director

The total number of animals brought to the New Hampshire Humane Society from your
Town during 1998 is as follows:
STRAY ANIMALS:

Dogs & Puppies:
Cats & Kittens:
Other
Total
Total
Total

From the Town of Meredith

Owner surrendered animals

a
11

iby
pif|

animals:
1
received from the Town of Meredith:
received from Residents:
number of all animals received:

4
fal
48
119

The New Hampshire Humane Society (NHHS) provides numerous services to the
residents and their companion animals in the Town of Meredith. NHHS provides many
educational programs, and volunteer opportunities, and adoptions to the animals in your
Town if you are interested in any of the programs that we offer please call our
administrative office at 603-524-8236 or contact the shelter at (603) 524-3252.
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Report of the Planning Board
Robert C. Flanders, Chairman

This past year has proven to be particularly interesting and productive from a community
planning perspective. Thanks largely to the dedication of the many volunteers that serve
on our boards and committees; I am pleased to report on progress in several key areas.
This past spring, the Planning Board through a volunteer coordination committee, initiated
a long range, community planning process. The kick off event was the public forum
“values and visions”, attended by over 200 residents of varying ages and backgrounds.
The common themes expressed at the forum contributed to a “shared vision” statement,
which acknowledges what we as a community value and the directions in which we should
be heading. The “shared vision” serves as the starting point from which we begin to craft
a detailed, comprehensive planning strategy. The shared vision statement can be found on
page 51 of the 1998 Town Report. Several volunteer subcommittees were then organized
and began to gather baseline information about the Town having to do with community
facilities, human resources, natural resources, recreation, community economic
development, transportation, communications, housing and utilities. In late summer a

second public forum, “Perspectives on Issues and Opportunities”, was held to hear
progress reports from each of the subcommittees and to provide another opportunity for
public participation. This past fall and into the early winter, the subcommittees volunteers
labored to develop specific objectives, recommendations and action steps that will help us
to protect what we value the most, and encourage the kinds of behavior that will ensure
that Meredith continues to be an outstanding place to live, work, raise a family and enjoy
life. In the spring of 1999, we expect to convene a third public forum to present to you the
recommendations from each subcommittee and to solicit additional input prior to the
adoption of the “community plan” by the Planning Board.
In response to citizen concerns raised at the 1998 Town Meeting, the Planning Board
appointed a Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) Advisory Committee to develop a plan to
forecast and guide future, major capital spending needs. The plan will also serve as a tool
to help implement “community plan” recommendations which call for capital spending.
The ‘CIP” Advisory Committee, like the “Community Plan” initiative, is driven by local
volunteer participation. Included on the “CIP” Advisory Committee are representatives
from the general public, the Board of Selectmen, the School Board and the Planning
Board. Although the work of the committee continues as we approach the 1999 Town
Meeting, the committee will be making recommendations for consideration in 1999. The
“CIP” will be amended by the Advisory Committee and Planning Board on an annual basis
thereafter with the hope that it continues to function as a useful budgeting tool for both the
School and Town. A major desire of the committee is to make Meredith voters more
aware of the array of future capital spending needs so that voters can make informed
decisions about how and when those needs should be met.
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Report of the Planning Board continued...
In the fall of this year the Planning Board initiated the development of a zoning ordinance
proposal that would regulate the siting of wireless telecommunication facilities; cellular
towers in particular. The Planning Board believes, as do our “community plan”
subcommittees, that Meredith’s community character is largely defined by the scenic and
aesthetic qualities of our community. Large steel structures looming high above the tree
line, scattered around the Town represents a major threat to our scenic and visual resources
and thereby, a threat to our quality of life. Accordingly, we have developed and ordinance
aimed at protecting our most cherished visual resources such as Meredith Bay, Meredith
Village, Moulton’s Farm and the Chemung Hills and Mountains, while complying with
federal mandates to provide reasonable siting opportunities. You will have an opportunity
to vote on our proposal as part of the written ballot on Tuesday, March 9, 1999. If you
have questions about the particulars of the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact
John C. Edgar, Town Planner at 279-4538.
As much as planning is, and should be about the “big picture”, the Planning Board also has
the responsibility of reviewing specific projects including residential subdivisions and
commercial development proposals. In order to better guide future projects, the Board’s
position regarding (1) subdivisions on substandard streets: and (2) parking lot design,
lighting and landscaping. Although these were two very important steps to be taken, there
remains much work to be done to ensure that all development is compatible with our
community.

In closing, I would like to simply offer that Meredith at its core is its people, all of its
people. The values, which we hold in common and our commitment to each other’s
welfare, define what we are as acommunity. The talents, wisdom, pride and contributions
of our citizenry are the keys to the fulfillment of our vision. As we approach the next
century, let us celebrate life and all of its goodness. Let us ensure that Meredith continues
to be the special place that it is.

49

COMMUNITY PLANNING

Route 3 & 25 Task Force
Dr. Fred Hatch, Chairman

In 1997 your advisory Task Force serving the Town and the DOT concluded that a major
reconstruction of Rtes. 3 and 25, with added traffic lanes along much of the route was not in
Meredith’s best interests. A less invasive alternative was proposed to DOT but was rejected
because it did not increase traffic capacity. Commissioner Kenison offered spot improvements
at the intersection of Parade Road and Rte. 3, on Center Harbor Hill and Barnard Ridge Road,
and added turning lanes along Route 3 where feasible. Task Force and Board of Selectmen
endorsed these improvements and suggested two small improvements to improve flow at the
existing Routes 3/25 signal in July 1998. A meeting with the Commissioner in January 1999
revealed that DOT has begun engineering study for signalization and possible minor relocation
of the intersection of Route 3 and Parade Road. After that has progressed, a climbing lane on
Center Harbor Hill and signalization of the intersection of Route 25 and Barnard Ridge Road,
with a spur to the InterLakes School property will be engineered. Continuing review and
comment by the Task Force on these projects was assured. Subsequently the turning lanes on
Route 3 and other spot improvements will be considered.
Since Meredith cannot accommodate a major increase in highway capacity without excessive
impact upon village character and waterfront access, the Task Force has argued for attention to
spreading the peak loads over alternate routes. This process has begun through the Lakes
Region Planning Commission annual input to the State Transportation Improvement Program.
Town representatives to LRPC throughout the region have quickly increased the priority for
improving east-west traffic flow by adding study projects to address the issue.

Prescott Park Planning Committee
Paul R. Lessard, Committee Chairman

Cheryl A. Saltzberg, Recreation Director and Committee Secretary

The Prescott Park Planning Committee has continued to meet on a regular basis over this past
year. The Committee was formed in 1997 by the Board of Selectmen with the charge of
developing an overall design for Prescott Park and for related use recommendations.

The Committee has made significant progress in 1998. A $500,000.00 bond issue was passed at
Town Meeting last year, which meant that construction for Phase 1 could begin. Phase 1
includes the construction of one regulation baseball field, two multi-purpose fields (one of
which would accommodate regulation soccer play), and six new tennis courts with lighting.
The Committee helped resolve certain issues which allowed the Inter-Lakes School Board to
deed the portion of the School owned land located behind Prescott Park to the Town. The
Committee drafted a Request for Proposal (RFP) for engineering services. Of the seven
proposals received, the Committee is currently reviewing three proposals and will soon have a
recommendation for management to consider. Construction is slated to begin in the summer of
1999 with field play to begin in the year 2000.
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A Shared Vision...
(PRELIMINARY- JUNE 2, 1998)

Our vision for the future of Meredith necessarily builds upon what we currently
value about our community.
We hold that these common values are critically
important to maintaining, protecting and improving upon our quality of life...
1 The core of our community is our people... people who choose to connect with their

community. Our citizens contribute to the community in countless ways... through
participation in the political process, through partnerships and collaborative projects,
as caring parents, through community service, through athletic instruction and
accomplishment, as stewards of our architectural and natural treasures and as
volunteers.
As members of the community we are the beneficiaries of these countless
contributions. We enjoy a sense of pride about our community. We have safe streets
and neighborhoods, stable property values, social and spiritual networks, cultural
activities, opportunities to participate in community affairs, and a safe and healthy
environment in which to raise a family. We experience trust, comfort, compassion,
acceptance, and leadership.

A source of community pride and a backdrop to our respective investment in the
community is our unique historical and cultural heritage. Our small New England
village and surrounding countryside are complete with a rich history, exemplary
architecture, community facilities, cultural events, picturesque scenery and friendly
atmosphere. This setting helps to define what Meredith is, and why it is so special to
us.
We are blessed by the location of our community. Our enviable location has been, and
remains, integral to our way of life. As a destination we are readily accessible and
surrounded with beautiful lakes and mountain vistas. From Meredith, we can readily
access other regions as well. Conversely, our location also represents major challenges
as we Strive to protect and improve the very quality of life that defines Meredith.

The abundance and quality of our natural resources contributes to our quality of life in
many different ways. Open spaces reinforce our rural, community character. Our
lakes, ponds and forests provide invaluable wildlife habitat and recreational
opportunities. The pleasing, simple beauty of our views and vistas complement a
chosen, more relaxed life style. The quality of the air we breathe and the water we
drink contributes to the overall health of the community.
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6. Transportation to, through and within our community is vital to our economic and
personal well being. We value the necessity of managing vehicular traffic to the
greatest level of community benefit.
However, transportation is not limited to
automobiles. Various alternative modes of transportation such as pedestrian, bicycle,
bus, boat and rail all play a part in making Meredith an accessible community.
7. Investments in community facilities are statements about what we value.
Our
churches, the library, the park system, the recycling center, our schools, the community
auditorium, waterfront access and a planned community center are all intended to meet
the varied needs of our diverse population.
Meredith will continue to grow and evolve in many different ways. We choose to
manage that growth in order to promote a healthy, prosperous and successful
community that reflects our common values. We share a vision that reflects what we
as a community are committed to achieve. When one experiences Meredith twenty
years from now, the fruits of our labors will be obvious...

1. Our people will continue to be the very heart and soul of the community. Avenues of
communication will be abundant. Collaboration will be the norm, not the exception.
Personal growth, cooperation, trust and responsible political dialogue prevail. Each
and every citizen wants to connect with their community in some constructive fashion
and is recognized for these contributions. We maintain a closeness with one another,
demonstrating a strong sense of community well being and spirit.

2. All members of the community articulate a special awareness about our local culture
and our unique New England heritage. Our small town character and village setting
are cherished and protected to a degree that is the envy of the region. Historical
architecture is well maintained which encourages additional re-investment and serves
as a guide for future development.
3. The long-standing environmental preservation and conservation ethic within the
community progresses to an unparalleled level. Critical natural resources such as
wetlands, undeveloped shoreline areas, scenic vistas, wildlife corridors, groundwater

supplies, large forested areas, and agricultural soils are conserved through a
comprehensive open space strategy. Private landowners (old and new alike) recognize
and welcome their responsibility as land stewards.
There is a high level of
participation in incentive programs, consistent offers of gifts of land to local
conservation entities and broad support for local initiatives.
Natural resource
protection efforts complement economic development and are considered by the public
as critical to a balanced growth policy.
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. The town continues to improve its leadership position in the region economy. as a
visitor destination and as a recreation center. Our niche as a visitor destination is
further developed without compromising the quality of our physical, visual and natural
environments.
Resident’s
experience
dramatically
improved
employment
opportunities.
Economic
growth in the areas
of professional
services,
telecommunications and compatible industry stabilize the local economy and improve
family income levels. The Main Street / Meredith Village area continues to develop
into a regional center of economic, cultural and social activity. Meredith is considered
a model for successful downtown revitalization. Increasing numbers of family owned
businesses and cottage industries start up and prosper. Home based employment is
available to many families.
. A comprehensive transportation management plan is successfully developed and
implemented which recognizes the importance of all modes of transportation.
Negative impacts associated with seasonal traffic congestion are minimized while the
positive aspects of high traffic volumes are accentuated. The convenience and safety
of pedestrians are given high priority in the downtown area. A system of bike lanes
and trails offers greater opportunities for local travel throughout the town.

. Investment in community facilities keeps pace with the
citizenry. Activities and facilities for residents of all ages
system and recreational programs are considered to be of the
town is recognized for its leadership in providing outstanding
core municipal services.

varied demands of the
are provided. Our park
finest in the region. The
educational facilities and

. As the town grows, so too does the demand for housing. Housing opportunities for all
income levels continue to improve. Senior housing, rental apartments and affordable
single-family homes are developed.
A resulting mix of housing types meets the
diverse needs of the community.
. The benefits of strategic community planning become more and more apparent. The
average student, resident, property owner and business person each recognize that
sound local and regional planning can improve the environment in which we live,
grow, work and play. Citizen participation, balanced public policies and planned
growth and spending are the starting points from which the next generation continues
the tradition of successful community planning in Meredith.
PLEASE DIRECT ANY COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS TO JOHN C. EDGAR,
TOWN PLANNER, 279-4538, 41 MAIN STREET, MEREDITH, NH 03253
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eredith’s First Baby 1998

aron Michael McCormack
January 6, 1998
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Meredith’s Oldest Resident 1998

Dr. Edith Horne
August 21,

3)

1899

Town of Meredith ~ Births
Date

Childs Name

Fathers Name

Mothers Name

01/06/98
01/11/98

McCormack, Aaron Michael
Krasner, Maurice Aaron

McCormack, Michael

Krasner, Jeffrey

Waldron, Lisa
Walton, Julie

02/18/98
02/18/98

Campbell, Rachael Elizabeth
Murray, Jordan

Campbell, Charles F.
Murray, James W.

Nitz, Pamela D.
Morrill, Heidi A.

03/11/98

Small, Brianna Lynn

Small, Chad D.

Gaides, Karin J.

04/02/98
04/13/98
04/28/98

Boquist, Eric James

Boquist, Edward M.

Owens, Judith M.

Fletcher, Michael James
Bevis, Jacob Michael

Fletcher, James M.
Bevis, Michael S.

Eisenhauer, Lynn R.
Murphy, Laura C.

05/11/98

Taylor, Logan Spencer

Taylor, Kenneth J. Jr.

Hawkins, Heidi A.

06/06/98
06/17/98
06/17/98
06/26/98

Yates, Mia Jo

Yates, Mark P.

Saunders, Stacey J.

Hughes, Olivia Louise

Hughes, John F.

Bouvier, Suzanne M.

Richards, Cody James

Richards, Peter J.
Boucher, Thomas

Brunt, Tracy L.
Dandeneau, Nicole R.

07/02/98
07/04/98
07/17/98
07/27/98

Walton, Eric Nathaniel
Jencks, Steven Jonathan
Parenteau, Christian Matthew

Walton, Craig S.
Belser, Corey
Jencks, Gregory P. Jr.
Parenteau, Eric V. Jr.

James, Catherine
Westerlund, Michelle
Cottrell, Jennifer A.
Porter, Melissa K.

08/03/98
08/12/98
08/28/98

Cillo, Michael Antonio
Smith, Kristina A.
Nedeau, John Harris

Cillo, Antonio P.

Colaianni, Kerry L.

Smith, Timothy S.

Snell, Cassandra A.

Nedeau, David J.

Johnson, Birgit S.

09/02/98
09/04/98
09/09/98
09/09/98
09/11/98

Holden, Kenneth Michael

Holden, Chester M. Jr.

Hodges, Calista Jewel
Mahoney, Shannon Considine

Hodges, Christopher B.
Mahoney, Timothy M.

Breen, Carol A.
Ferrari, Moriah L.

Bent, Rachelle N.
Ainsworth, Hannah Marie

Bent, Leonard S.
Ainsworth, Brian L.

Guyer, Joelle T.

11/17/98
11/18/98

Lines, Dylan Taylor
Kelly, Ryan Christopher

Lines, Jeffrey E.
Kelly, Christopher J.

Detwiler, Carole A.
Kimball, Doreen A.

12/02/98
12/17/98

Connaughton, Kiara Ann
Downs, Madison Rose

Connaughton, Patrick D.

Harvey, Ann Marie

Downs, Adam L.

Poudrier, Michelle R.

Boucher, Daniele Elise

Belser, Rheys David
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Grablewski, Julie A.
Royea, Kathleen A.

Town of Meredith ~ Marriages
)Date

Grooms Name

Grooms Residency

Brides Name

Brides Residency

01/10/98
01/30/98

Plante, Christopher J.
Walton, Craig S.

Meredith, NH

Erazo, Diana P.

Meredith, NH

Meredith, NH

Deboer, Catherine J.

New Durham, NH

02/15/98

Minor, Stefan D.

Buffalo, MI

Young, April L.

Meredith, NH

Hutchins, Kevin M.

Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Heath, Myrtie M.
Fritz, Stephanie A.
Pennell, Carolyn P.

Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Sharman, Cassandra A.

Meredith, NH

McCutcheon, Kenneth B.

Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Gilford, NH
Meredith, NH
Newton, MA

Meredith, NH
Jackson, NH
Gilford, NH
Meredith, NH
Newton, MA

Norwood, Brian J.

Meredith, NH

Mayo, Sara N.
Hechtle, Sonya
Ellis, Corey L.
Pearson, Mary E.
O'Duinn, Karina A.
Marshall, Kimmel L.

Stitt, John S.
Grumet, Andrew E.

Meredith, NH

Betts, Barbara A.
Asmunson, Lara G.
Gaides, Ethel F.
Fuller, Laurie L.

Meredith, NH

04/11/98

04/18/98
04/29/98

05/02/98
05/07/98
05/08/98
05/16/98
05/23/98
05/23/98
05/27/98
06/06/98
06/06/98
06/07/98
06/13/98
06/13/98
06/13/98
06/16/98
06/27/98
06/27/98
06/28/98

Pigott, Steven M.
Bickford, Ralph B.
Smith, Fabian L.
Hemlin, Theodore D.
Matson, Arthur W. IV.
Gately, Jr., John F.

Richardson, Mitchell P.

Gaides, Roger J.

Beverly, MA
Meredith, NH

Reed, Fred M.
Roberts, William R.
Ruescher, Thomas J.
Mansfield, Dean W.
French, David A.
Davis, Jr., John H.
Kallen, Lowell H.

Laconia, NH
Boulder, CO
Boston, MA

Sirles, Jason J.

Meredith,
Meredith,
Meredith,
Meredith,
Meredith,
Fort Polk,
Meredith,

Harper, Peter J.
Jaynes, Richard S.
Keenan, Barry S.
Smith, Paul W.
Dubois, Jamie A.
Withers, James R.
Bass, Donald P.
Wakefield, Jr., Roy E.

Illyes, Edward J.
Bennett, II, David L.

Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
LA
NH

Hanley, Patricia

Meredith, NH

Davis, Lori J.
McIntire, Sarah
Blake, Patricia J.
Vachon, Rhonda M.
Anderson, Noni R.

Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Chester, MD
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Donahue, Sara J.
Jabaly, Audra R.

oy

Meredith, NH

Soboslai, Deborah J.
Shaw, Darian A.
Neill, Tina M.

Manning, Sara K.
Richards, Kathy M.
Slevin, Kelly L.
Osier, Angela M.

Chester, MD
Tilton, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Beverly, MA
Laconia, NH
Boulder, CO
Boston, MA
Worcester, MA
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Hurley, Rebecca
Woody, Cynthia M.

Worcester, MA

Meredith, NH

Town of Meredith ~ Marriages
Date

Grooms Name

Grooms Residency

Brides Name

Brides Residency

08/01/98
08/08/98
08/08/98
08/14/98
08/15/98
08/15/98
08/21/98
08/22/98
08/22/98
08/28/98
08/29/98
08/29/98

Fischer, Kent G.
Kvedar, James C.
Blanchard, Eric W.

Tarpon Springs, FL
Meredith, NH
Hampton, VA

Tarpon Springs, FL
Burlington, CT

Guyotte, Brian S.
Merrill, Steven S.
McMath, Justin L.
Leone, Michael A.

Holderness, NH
Kennebunk, ME
Meredith, NH

Dexter, Katherine A.
Austin, Ronda L.
Smith, Jennifer L.
Vallieres, Lieanne M.
Isabelle, Thristine A.
Richardson, Jill L.
Schalise, Nicole M.
Elliott, Lisa A.
Cram, Laurie A.
Delano, Susan J.
Jones, Katie M.

09/05/98
09/05/98
09/06/98
09/12/98
09/12/98
09/12/98
09/19/98
09/20/98
09/26/98
09/26/98
09/27/98
10/03/98
10/03/98
10/03/98
10/03/98
10/03/98
10/03/98
10/03/98
10/11/98
10/16/98
10/17/98
10/17/98
10/17/98
10/17/98
10/18/98
10/24/98
10/25/98

Martin, Albert R.

Arlington, MA
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Rockledge, FL

Occhipinti, Frank E.
Brady, Bernard J.

Andover, MA
Meredith, NH

Deas, Alistair H.

Mooresville, NC
Center Harbor, NH
Crestwood, NY

Shaw, Michael K.
Fox, David W.

Hale, Craig W.
Schuh, Dennis G.
Cole, Jr., John L.
Dickinson, David P.
Hart, Isaiah P.
Collins, Sr., Kevin C.

Haley, Eric L.
Bliss, Kevin F.
Benoit, Jason P.
Therrien, Jr., Edmund F.

Pedersen, Christopher B.
Hornkohl, Willaim T.
Kuzdeba, Raymond J.
Maclean, William M.
Kendrick, Jeffry R.
Stafford, Thomas H.
LaFlamme, Gregg W. G.
Lorden, Travis P.
Jaques, Lee J.
Lowry, Francis J.
Carney, Martin P.
Belanger, David E.
Davis, Joshua J.
Knowles, Albert S.

Zimmermann, Jeffrey J.
Callahan, Bruce W.

Lewandowski, Joy J.

Green Valley, AZ
Andover, MA

Moultonboro, NH
Center Harbor, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Maclean, Sheri L.

Montgomery, Kim
Farwell, Robin A.
Fletcher, Helen J.

Wheaton, Kristy A.
Phelps, Rebecca D.
Demond, Tonya L.
Bleakney, Kimberly A.
Weeks, Pamela R.
LaPlante, Stacey R.
Rand, Meghan M.
LaLonde, Laura M. M.

Meredith, NH
Malden, MA
Meredith, NH
Auburn, MA

Ulm, Amy E.
Nadeau, Carol A.

Anderson, Jacqueline B.

Colchester, VT.
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

French, Deborah L.

London, England

Charalambous, Ann
Alati, Brenda J.
Klute, Lora J.

Johnson, Kelly M.
Battaglia, Jennifer L. T.
Dodge, Joanna E.

Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Fayetteville, NY
Meredith, NH
Madison, CT
Meredith, NH

Kelleher, Maryanne L.
Raub, Tammy C.
Price, Holly E.
McEntire, Ann C.

Bramley, Catherine M.
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Wolfeboro, NH
Holderness, NH
Kennebunk, ME
Meredith, NH

Arlington, MA
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Andover, MA
East Kingston, NH
Mooresville, NC
Center Harbor, NH
Hooksett, NH

Green Valley, AZ
Andover, MA
Moultonboro, NH
Center Harbor, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Meredith, NH
Maldon, MA
Ashland, NH
Auburn, MA
Colchester, VT.
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
London, England
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH
Meredith, NH

Fayetteville, NY
Meredith, NH
Madison, CT
Meredith, NH
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PLODZIK & SANDERSON
Professional Association/Accountants & Auditors
:

orth
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eet

e

Concord
« New Hampshire
«

03301-5063

«

603-225-6996 « FAX-224-1380

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

To the Members of the
Board of Selectmen and Town Manager
Town of Meredith
Meredith, New Hampshire

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Town of Meredith as of
and for the year ended December 31, 1997 as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose
financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's management. Our responsibility is to express
an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement.

An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence

supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our
opinion.
The general purpose financial statements referred to above do not include the general fixed assets
account group which should be included in order to conform with generally accepted accounting
principles. As is the case with most municipal entities in the State of New Hampshire, the Town of
Meredith has not maintained historical cost records of its fixed assets. The amount that should be
recorded in the general fixed assets account group is not known.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in the
preceding paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all
material respects, the financial position of the Town of Meredith, as of December 31, 1997, and the

results of its operations and the cash flows of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year then ended in
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements
of the Town of Meredith taken as a whole. The combining and individual fund financial statements
listed as schedules in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not
a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the Town of Meredith. Such information
has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial
statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general
purpose financial statements taken as a whole.

e ¢ Samderoon

April 2, 1998

Seton useciotion
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PLODZIK & SANDERSON
Professional Association/Accountants & Auditors
:

orth Main

Street e Concord
«e New Hampshire
«

03301-5063

« 603-225-6996 «

FAX-224-1380

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S
COMMUNICATION OF
REPORTABLE CONDITIONS AND OTHER MATTERS

To the Members of the
Board of Selectmen and Town Manager
Town of Meredith
Meredith, New Hampshire

In planning and performing our audit of the Town of Meredith for the year ended December 31, 1997,
we considered the Town's internal control structure in order to determine the scope of our auditing
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements. Our review of these
systems was not intended to provide assurance on the internal control structure and should not be relied
on for that purpose.
Under the standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, reportable
conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or
operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Town's ability
to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management
in the financial statements. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or
operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low
level the risk that errors or irregularities, in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial
statements being audited, may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the
normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure
would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might constitute reportable
conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also
considered to be material weaknesses as defined above.
We are pleased to report that, during the course of our review of internal controls, no material

weaknesses in the Town's accounting systems and records were identified. Minor weaknesses or other
considerations coming to our attention were generally procedural in nature and dealt with administrative
or recordkeeping practices. In these instances, we made specific recommendations or provided
instruction to those individuals involved during the course of our audit fieldwork.
This report is intended solely for the information and use of management and others within the
administration. This restriction is not intended to limit distribution of this report, which is a matter of
public record.

April 2, 1998
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Financial Statements
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998
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Agency Funds
Combining Statement of Changes in
Assets and Liabilities
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998

(Unaudited)

Balance
Developers' Performance Bond Fund

1/1/98

Balance

Cash & Equivalents

Deductions

Ho 20.752

$

59,648

$

Sae20 52

$

59,648

_$_18,362

$

$253 75303

$

97,683

$23,920

$ 611,066

$ 537,303

$

97,683

$

23,920

$ 611,066

$

$

59,648

$

18,362
Zasve

$

$

42,282

$ 673,105

18,362
23,920

62,038
611,066

42,282

$ 673,105

Liabilities

Escrow and Performance Deposits

12/31/98

Additions

Assets

18,362

$62,038
62,038

ICMA Deferred Compensation Plan
Assets

Due From Others
Liabilities

Deferred Compensation Benefits Payable

TOTAL

- ALL AGENCY FUNDS

Assets

Cash & Equivalents
Due From Others

Total Assets

537,303

97,684

$ 558,055

$ 157,332

20,752

59,648

537,303

97,684

$ 558,055

$ 157,332

Liabilities
Escrow and Performance Deposits

Deferred Compensation Benefits Payable
Total Liabilities

20,752

69

$

62,038
611,066
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Comparative Statement of Revenues
General Fund
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998
(Unaudited)

Over

(Under)
Budget

Estimated

Actual

$ 11,786,056
10,000
32,000
160,000
11,988,056

$ 11,845,730
Dieio2
38,225
168,317
12,064,064

650,000
17,000
35,000
702,000

792,619
20,483
48,262
861,364

136,286
130,167
74,397
28,144
23,281
379
243,608
62,901
18,045
717,208

136,286
130,166
74,397
42,216
23,281
379
243,608
62,901
13;152
726,386

435,000

544,615

109,615

9,500
75,000
125,356
209,856

36,318
197,814
130,547
364,679

26,818
122,814
5,191
154,823

285,167

284,849
5,000
147,351
437,200

Taxes

Property
Yield
Boat

Interest & Penalties on Taxes
Total Taxes
Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permits

Building Permits
Other Licenses, Permits, Fees
Total Licenses and Permits

$

59,674
L792
6,225
8,317
76,008

142,619
3,483
13,262
159,364

Intergovernmental Revenues

State/Federal

Highway Block Grant
Shared Revenue
Rooms & Meals Tax
Water Pollution Grants
Filtration Grant
State & Forest Land Reimbursement
FEMA - federal and State - Ice Storm 98
FEMA - federal and State - Flood 98
Other State/Federal Revenue
Total Intergovernmental Revenues

Charges for Services
Income from Departments

(1)
14,072

(4,893)
9,178

Miscellaneous Revenues

Sale of Town Property
Interest on Investments
Insurance & Betterment Assessments
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Other Financing Sources
Interfund Transfers

Special Revenue Fund
Capital Projects Fund
Trust Funds
Total Other Financing Sources
Total Revenues & Other Financing Sources

147,351
432,518
14,484,638

Unreserved Fund Balance Used To
Reduce Tax Rate

527,267

Total Revenues, Other Financing Sources

$15,011,905 _

and Use of Fund Balance

ip

(318)
5,000
4,682

“514,998,308 “S_513,670_

Statement of Changes in Unreserved ~
Undesignated Fund Balance
General Fund
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998
(Unaudited)

Unreserved - Undesignated

Fund Balance - January 1

$

1,479,267

Deductions

Unreserved Fund Balance Used

To Reduce 1998 Tax Rate

(527,267)

Subtotal

$

952,000

Additions

1998 Budget Summary

Revenue Surplus (page 72)
Unexpended Balance of

$325 13.670

Appropriations (page 71)

505,065

1998 Budget Surplus

1,018,735

Unreserved - Undesignated
Fund Balance - December 31

$

73

1,970,735
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Treasurer's Account Summary
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998
(Unaudited)

Citizens Bank

Operating Account
Payroll Account
Municipal Checking
Certificates of Deposit

$

(39,146.03)
251120
8,014.06
1,500,000.00

Meredith Village Savings Bank
Primary Account
Community Park Account
Baby Bicentennial
Baby Bicentennial
Community Center Fund
Pyramid Investment Account

20,164.82
11,480.16
34.25
34.25
2,021.82
3,430,798.73

Fleet Bank

Engineering Account

62,038.05

Total Cash and Equivalents Balance 12/31/98

4,997,751.37

Respectfully submitted,
é Ailend

f-?

a j Crees. ak

hele

Richard Pendergast

76

Long-Term Indebtedness
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998
(Unaudited)

Long-term debt payable at December 31, 1998, is comprised of the following individual issues:
Description of Issue
General Obligation Debt Payable

Original
Amount

1988 Sewer Extension Bonds

$

603,200

1989 Library Improvement Bonds

$

750,000

1988 Water System
Improvement Bonds
1991 Water Line Bonds
1994 Sewer Extension Bonds
1995 Sewer Extension Bonds

Interest

Issue

Rate %

$ 2,000,000

$
$
$

1998 Westbury Road Sewer Bonds
1998 Wagon Wheel Sewer Bonds

470,000
229,000
50,314

$
55,000
$ 211,874

Outstanding
at 12/31/98

5.750%
5.750%

$
$

369,177
488,848

5.750%
5.875%
4.500%
6.000%
4.500%
5.370%

$
$
$
$
$

1,613,787
bzs175
185,339
20,924
55,000

Total General Obligation Debt Payable - December 31, 1998

S$ 204,812_
_S__2,950,062_

Annual Requirements To Amortize General Obligation Debt:

Fiscal Year Ending

Governmental Fund Debt

December 31, 1998

Principal

$

io
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004-2017

152,077
Louie
160,975
165,763
171,202
2,147,026

Total

Interest

$ 164,418

$

316,495
308,441
307,682
303,295
299,297
2D 911

$

4,487,181

$
$

62,556
45,000

Total Capital Leases Payable - December 31, 1998

$

107,556

Compensated Absences Payable
Vacation and Sick Leave Including Benefits

$

219,879

155,422
146,707
WES ye
128,095
804,945

$2,950,062 $1,537,119_

Totals

Capital Leases Payable
1996 Excavator Lease

$

1997 Dump Truck Six Wheel

$

99,900
90,000

1996
1997

77

2000
1993

6.000%
5.250%

Tax Collector's Report
Summary of Warrants
1-1-98 to 12-31-98

1997

1998

Debits
Uncollected Taxes 1-1-98

$

Property Taxes

10,774.12
3,000.00
2,235.47
63,172.84
138,742.80

Betterment Assessments

Land Use Change Tax
Yield Taxes
Water Rents

Sewer Rents
Taxes Committed to Collector
Property Taxes
Betterment Assessments
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
Water Rents
Sewer Rents

11,892,409.31
56,778.90
25,760.00
4.792537
222,260.98
510,247.66

154.52

L573 12°31
123.46

120.37

12,145.88
14.40
114.67
S0TAIZ
1,069.99

34,055.24
279.52
90.25
11.24
[38an3
2,669.94

$ 12,749,538.55

$ 1,058,280.27

No

$

Overpayments
Property Taxes
Sewer Rents
Interest Collected
Property Taxes
Betterment Assessments
Land Use Change Tax
Yield Taxes
Water Rents
Sewer Rents
Total Debits

Credits
Remitted to Treasurer
Property Taxes
Betterment Assessments

Land Use Change Tax
Yield Taxes
Water Rents
Sewer Rents
Property Tax Interest
Betterment Assessment Interest

801,590.83

aesetag
40,435.67
25,760.00
143203.31
158,561.12
362,732.87
12,145.88
14.40

Land Use Change Tax
Yield Tax Interest

114.67
507.12
1,069.99

Water Rents Interest

Sewer Rents Interest
8

801,865.72
10,774.12
3,000.00
2,235.47
63,009.32
138,616.80
34,055.24
PHAVG
90.25
11.24
1.383213
2,669.94

Tax Collector's Report
Summary of Warrants
1-1-98 to 12-31-98
Credits continued
Abatements
Property Taxes
Betterment Assessments
Water Rents
Sewer Rents

1998
$

Uncollected Taxes 12-31-98
Property Taxes
Betterment Assessments
Yield Taxes

3,649.05
925.05
2,214.74
3,989.76

Sewer Rents

732,281.70
15,418.18
589.06
61,485.12
143,648.49

Total Credits

$ 12,749,538.55

Water Rents

Leo7

163.52
126.00

$ 1,058,280.27

Summary of Tax Lien Accounts
1-1-98 to 12-31-98

Debits
Uncollected Liens 1-1-98
Beginning Balance 1-1-98
Liens Executed During 1998
Overpayments
Interest after Lien
Redemption Costs
Total Debits

Credits
Remitted to Treasurer
Redemptions
Interest & Costs
Abatements
Deeded to Town
Uncollected Taxes 12-31-98

1997

257,763.07

1399717

17,088.08
2,155.00

27,469.08
1,024.00

319.64
57,908.78
2,294.00

$

542,163.74

286,256.15

220,497.59

$

321935518
19,243.08
786.16
2,242.26
197,957.06

128,816.46
28,493.08
412.94
2,249.28
126,284.39

158,138.55
60,202.78

542,163.74

286,256.15

220,497.59

Respectfully submitted,
a)

)

’

elite

ae

banceas Collector

Prior

522,920.66

$

Total Credits

1996

79

2,156.26

1998 Tax Rate Calculation
Town of Meredith
1998 Tax Rates

per $1,000
Valuation

Appropriations
Less: Revenues
Less: Shared Revenues
Add: Overlay
War Service Credits
Approved Town Tax Effort

$

7,897,189
3,962,009
S6312
96,834
61,450
4,057,152

Municipal Tax Rate

$

6.89

$

11.44

County Tax Rate

$

1.94

Combined Tax Rate

$

20:27

Due to Regional School
Less: Shared Revenues
Approved School Tax Effort

ie uie
53,481
6,743,531

School Tax Rate
Due to County
Less: Shared Revenue
Approved County Tax Effort

32,005
8,881
1,143,657

11,944,340
(61,450)

Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less:

War Service Credits

Total Property Tax Commitment

Net Assessed Valuation
Tax Rate
Assessment

$ 11,882,890

$ 589,261,949
$
Jada |
$ 11,944,340

80

Ten Year Tax Rate Comparison
Town of Meredith
Town
5.48
5.96
5.94
6.00
5.99
5.99
6:97
7.10
7.09
6.89

County
ss
1.64
layed
1.77
1.83
1.83
1.93
1.81
2.02
1.94

School
t EShe
9.14
8.20
9.09
9.42
9.69
10.05
11.05
11.18
11.44

Net Valuation
569,263,477
578,578,953
584,276,112
586,488,392
588,980,029
591,943,189
593,993,263
575,967,000
579,931,823
589,261,949

® Town

EY County
@ School

/$1,000
Valuation
Tax
Rate
y
°))
(o>)
=

®
©
(o>)
—<

81

foe)
oO)
[e>)
—

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Summary of Town Owned Property
Map & Lot
102-021
107-006
RO8-014
RO08-015
RO8-047
R08-048
R13-005
R13-006
R13-007
R14-001
R14-028
R14-029
R17-016
R17-035
R17-036
R22-002
R22-007
R22-013
R31-020
R32-001
R35-003
S02-005
S15-008
S$18-055
S18-056
S$22-020
S$22-022
S$22-027
S23-021
$23-051
U01-01A
U01-034
U03-028A
U03-030
U04-025
U05-01A
U05-01B

Location

Valuation

Bear Island - Town Dock
Bear Island - Vacant Land
Meredith Center Road - Childs Park
Meredith Center Road - Childs Park
Meredith Center Road - Vacant Land
Meredith Center Road - Fire Station
Lake Wicwas - Penninsula - Vacant Land
Lake Wicwas - Island - Vacant Land
Lake Wicwas - Island - Vacant Land
Wicwood Shores Road - Vacant Land
Chemung Road - Wicwas Beach
Chemung Road - Wicwas Beach/Boat Ramp
Chemung and Camp Waldron - Vacant Land
Chemung and Old Stanton Road - Vacant Land
Chemung Road - Vacant Land
Tucker Mountain Road - Formerly Edgerly Schoolhouse
Tucker Mountain Road - Vacant Land
Nedeau Road - Vacant Land
Carleton Road - Old Poor Farm - Town Forest
Hermit Woods Road - Vacant Land
Pinnacle Ridge & Edgerly School Rds - Conservation Land
Beattie and Old Center Harbor Roads - Conservation Land
Jenness Hill Road - Public Works
Tracy Way
Tracy Way
Parade Road - Waukewan Highlands Community Park
Parade Road - Waukewan Highlands Community Park
Tracy Way - Vacant Land
Reservoir Road - Pumping Station
Foundry Avenue/NH Route 104 - Green Belt
Neal Shore Road - Vacant Land
Neal Shore Road - Right of way
Waukewan Street - Bath House
Waukewan Street - Waukewan Beach
Waukewan Street - Monkey Pond
Waukewan Street - Water Department
Waukewan Street - Water Department
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64,800
54,300
19,100
16,200
14,500
180,900
50,300
22,300
21,800
283,700
56,700
69,500
16,400
19,600
22,300
6,000
29,100
46,700
86,400
38,300
12,500
28,700
556,700
14,300
15,900
36,700
203,400
7,600
18,800
8,800
21,800
2,000
18,500
233,200
1,400
15,400
122,300

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Summary of Town Owned Property continued...
Map & Lot

Location

Valuation

U05-002

Waukewan Street - Waukewan Park - Boat Ramp

119,500

U06-03 1

Waukewan Avenue - Swazey Park

126,300

U06-037
U06-038
U06-059

High Street - Parking Lot
High Street - Parking Lot
Main Street - Library

19,500
23,300
489,900

U06-060
U06-063

Main Street - Community Park
Water Street - Parking Lot

U06-112
U06-117C
U06-145
U07-044
U07-086A
U07-107
U07-108

Daniel Webster Highway - Fire Station
Land Street - Swazey Cemetery
Daniel Webster Highway - Town Docks
Main Street - Municipal Building
Daniel Webster Highway - Water Line - Right of Way
Daniel Webster Highway - Pumping Station
Daniel Webster Highway - Parking Lot

U07-121
U07-123

NH Route 25 - Scenic Park
NH Route 25 - Scenic Park

U07-126
U07-127
U10-017
U10-031
U10-033
U10-034

Daniel Webster Highway - Hesky Park Boat Ramp
Daniel Webster Highway - Hesky Park
Philbrook Avenue - Pumping Station
Daniel Webster Highway - Prescott Park
Daniel Webster Highway - Prescott Park
Daniel Webster Highway - Police Station

U10-035

Daniel Webster Highway - Vacant Land

54,400
30,300

408,500
100
190,900
231,000
600
68,200
81,100
73,500
63,500

174,200
175,800
10,700
173,900
36,100
288,300
46,400

U11-050A
U11-067
U11-071
U12-004
U12-015

Greenmore Road - Vacant Land
Kelly Lane - Fire Pond
Boynton Road - Meredith Village Cemetery
Philbrook Avenue - Vacant Land
Near Jenness Hill Road - Vacant Land

U14-001
U15-014A
U15-019A
U15-027

Daniel Webster Highway - Waste Treatment Plant
NH Route 25 - Back Land
Pleasant Street - Clough Park
Morrison Avenue - Cul-De-Sac

U33-015A
U33-025

Cattle Landing Road - Parking Lot
Cattle Landing Road - Town Docks

45,500
197,200

U35-010

Love Joy Sands Road - Parking and Town Dock

134,000

U39-058

Leavitt Park Road - Leavitt Park

206,400
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22,200
4,300
111,500
12,600
179,600
46,600
17,500
31,900
2,000

Summary Inventory of Valuation ~ All
Properties
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1998

Value of Land Only

$

Current Use

Residential
Commercial/Industrial
Total Value of Land

Value of Buildings Only
Residential
Manufactured Housing
Commercial/Industrial

1,057,949
266,654,800
22,209,700
289,922,449
235,698,600
5,085,200
54,785,500

Total Value of Buildings
Public Utilities

295,569,300

S_6,359,800_

Electric

Total Valuation Before Exemptions

591,851,549

Exemptions

75,000
2,090,000
400,000
24,600

Blind

Elderly
Totally & Permanently Disabled
Solar/Windpower
Total Exemptions
Net Taxable Valuation
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2,589,600

3.
589,261,949_

1999 Meredith Town Warrant
State of New Hampshire

TO THE INHABITANTS OF MEREDITH QUALIFIED TO VOTE IN TOWN
AFFAIRS:

You are hereby notified to meet at St. Charles Auditorium, 281 Daniel Webster Highway,
in said Town on the second Tuesday of March next, March 9, 1999, from 7:00 AM until
7:00 PM for the casting of ballots; and at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, March 10, 1999, at the
Inter-Lakes Junior/Senior High School Gymnasium, | Laker Lane, in said Town to act on

the following articles:
BALLOT ARTICLES TO BE ACTED UPON:

ARTICLE 1
To bring your ballots for:
One (1) Selectman for three (3) years
One (1) Town Clerk for three (3) years
One (1) Treasurer for three (3) years
One (1) Trustee of Trust Funds for two (2) years
Two (2) Library Trustee for three (3) years

ARTICLE 2
Are you in favor of adopting Amendment No. | as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Zoning Ordinance having to do with Wireless Telecommunication Facilities?
Purpose of the Amendment: The proposed amendment would establish zones within the
community whereby Wireless Telecommunication Facilities (towers and antennas) may be
permitted and to establish the conditions, limitations and requirements applicable to such
facilities. The amendment would also establish zones within the community where tower
facilities in particular, would not be allowed.

ARTICLE 3
Are you in favor of adopting Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Zoning Ordinance having to do with “processing of earth products”?
Purpose of the Amendment: The proposed amendment would eliminate “processing of
earth products” as a use permitted by Special Exception in the Business and Industry
District.

85

ARTICLE 4
Are you in favor of adopting Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Zoning Ordinance having to do with “equipment and truck repair facilities”?
Purpose of the Amendment: The proposed amendment would allow “equipment and truck
repair facilities” as a use permitted by Special Exception in the Business and Industry
District.
Deliberative Session

To see if the Town will
Dollars ($25,000.00) to
previously established.
appropriated within the

ARTICLE 5
vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand
be added to the Employee Benefits Expendable Trust Fund
The Selectmen are agents to expend. Funding is already
operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 6
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($100,000.00) to be added to the Landfill Closure Expendable Trust Fund
previously established. The Selectmen are agents to expend. Funding is already
appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 7
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars
($50,000.00) to be added to the Municipal Building Expendable Trust Fund previously —
established.

Funding is already appropriated within the operating budget.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 8
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars
($40,000.00) to be added to the Solid Waste Trailer Replacement Fund previously
established. The Selectmen are agents to expend. Funding is already appropriated within
the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 9
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars
($40,000.00) to be added to the Fire Department Vehicle Replacement Fund previously
established. The Selectmen are agents to expend. Funding is already appropriated within
the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
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ARTICLE 10
To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general fund trust fund under the
provisions of RSA 31:19-a, to be known as the Downtown Parking for the purpose of
purchasing or providing additional downtown parking and to raise and appropriate the
sum of Seventy Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00) toward this purpose and to appoint
the Selectmen as agents to expend. Funding is already appropriated within the operating
budget. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 11
To see if the Town agrees to purchase the Calvary Bible Church property (Tax Map U07
Lot 50) in a future year and to allow the Town to negotiate an agreement for said purchase
for Municipal use.
ARTICLE 12
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars
($20,000.00) for the purpose of State Aid Reconstruction Program — 2 to 1 match for
improvements to various roads under the State Aid Reconstruction Program, provided that
the State of New Hampshire appropriates Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000.00). Funding
is already appropriated within the operating budget. Recommended by the Board of
Selectmen

ARTICLE 13
To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seven Million
Four Hundred Ninety Six Thousand and Ninety Six Dollars ($7,496,096) for the necessary
operational expenses of the Town for the ensuing year’s budget. Recommended by the
Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 14
Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 31:95-c to restrict cable franchise fee revenues and
to expend those funds for the purpose of cable related improvements within the Town of
Meredith? Such revenues and expenditures shall be accounted for in a special revenue
fund to be known as the Cable Improvements Fund, separate from the general fund. Any
surplus in said fund shall not be deemed part of the general fund accumulated surplus and
shall be expended only after a vote by the legislative body to appropriate funds annually.
Further, to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum up to Thirty Thousand
Dollars ($30,000.00) (representing the 1998 revenues from cable franchise fees) for this
purpose and to authorize the transfer of this amount from the December 31, 1998 general
fund unreserved fund balance. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen.
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ARTICLE 15
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Five Thousand
Dollars ($55,000.00) originally appropriated at the March 1998 Town Meeting to asphalt
pave a portion of Camp Waldron Road (a Class V Town Road) from pavement ending
near the intersection of Chemung Road up to and including the intersection with Swain
Road rather than double chip seal as previously voted. Further, to authorize the transfer of
this amount from the December 31, 1998 reserved general fund balance. Recommended |
by the Board of Selectmen.

ARTICLE 16
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000.00) for the purpose of providing the Police Department funds to improve the
current police boat or provide a different boat for protection services and to authorize the
withdrawal from the Police Department Equipment Capital Reserve Fund.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 17
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate up to Six Thousand Dollars
($6,000.00) for the purpose of purchasing a new photocopier for the Police Department
and to authorize the withdrawal from the Police Department Equipment Capital Reserve
Fund. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 18
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eight Thousand Dollars
($8,000.00) to support the Kidworks Learning Center, a non-profit child care and learning
center, specifically the food program. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen.
ARTICLE 19
“We the undersigned voters of Meredith, petition the Selectmen of the Town of Meredith
to place on the Town Warrant the provision to repave the road known as Circle Drive, A
Town accepted road. Tax Map #U11.” (Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of the Town
of Meredith). To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifteen
Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) (which is an estimate) for the purpose of paving Circle
Drive. Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen.

ARTICLE 20
“We the undersigned, who are all registered voters in the Town of Meredith, petition the
Town of Meredith to place the following Warrant Article in the Meredith Town Warrant
to be voted on at Town meeting March 10, 1999:
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The Town of Meredith is directed to secure any and all easements and/or rights of way
from all property owners in order to provide a pathway in Meredith Center from the
Meredith Center Co-op to Childs Park, such pathway being necessary to protect the
health, welfare and safety of the residents of Meredith Center, their guests, and all other

children and adults who may use Childs Park. All property owners granting easements
shall be held harmless for any injuries which occur on the pathway. The town of Meredith
shall maintain the pathway in safe and passable condition and shall be responsible for all
future maintenance and repair of the pathway; and the Town of Meredith shall restore any
areas adjacent to the pathway to the condition they were in before any maintenance and
repair were performed.”
(Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of the Town of Meredith)

ARTICLE 21
“To see if the Town will vote to enter into a long term lease with the Winnipesaukee
Flagship Corporation for the purpose of extending and maintaining the existing dock
currently being used and maintained by the Corporation’s vessel the Doris E.
Said lease negotiations and terms to be finalized by the President of the Winnipesaukee
Flagship Corporation and a town representative designated by the Meredith Board of
Selectmen.
The total cost of construction of said extension improvements to be paid by the
Winnipesaukee Flagship Corporation and will accommodate the Meredith docking
facilities for the Motor Ship
Mount Washington (The “Mount”) to make Meredith a port of call.

Note: Long term lease defined as: Minimum of a ten (10) year lease with two (2) renewal
terms.”
(Petitioned by 25 or more legal voters of the Town of Meredith)

ARTICLE 22
To see if the Town will vote to discontinue and relinquish all interests of the Town in the
Town Road leading from Saddle Hill Road, northwesterly across Lots R-33-5, R-33-6, R36-8 and R-36-9, pursuant to RSA 231:43

Board of Selectmen

ith, New Hampshire

1999 Meredith Budget
General Government
Executive
Election and Registration
Financial Administration
Legal
Personnel Administration
Planning and Zoning

1998
Appropriations
$
123,945

1998
Expended
§$
123,781

1999
Appropriations
Recommended
$
126,598

86,696
266,904
15,000
662,999
144,191
293,724
54,399
156,900
9,000
30,000

73,349
242,054
26,546
613,993
139,514
247,208
43,407
146,597
9,000
30,000

81,680
275,714
20,000
710,017
161,721
253,276
39,480
156,200
13,000
30,000

724,604
195,000
156,324

718,334
194,868
141,369

727,185
204,750
151,763

1,244,213
44,500

1,246,058
45,428

1,246,258
45,500

650,066
69,000
143,506
30,400

585,539
69,000
135,679
16,881

653,967
69,000
143,663
25,400

General Government Buildings
Cemeteries
Insurance
Regional Associations
Other General Government (Contingency)
Public Safety

Police
Ambulance
Fire
Highways & Streets
Highways & Streets
Street Lighting
Sanitation
Solid Waste Disposal
Hydrant Rental
Health Agencies
General Assistance

Culture and Recreation
Parks and Recreation
Library
Patriotic Purposes
Economic Development
Debt Service

Principal - Long-Term Debt
Interest - Long-Term Debt
Interest - Tax Anticipation Notes

132,067

138,182

133.273

270,988
3,200

254,096
3,200

292,726
1,200

22,500

20,438

22,000

332,250
190,084

SL2593
177,679

339,804
243,618

10,000

10,000

Capital Outlay
Conservation Commission

624,125
1,000

144,152
910

195,000
1,500

Expendable Trust Funds

424,817

427,266

330,000

Total General Fund

$

7,b442,402*

-$

6,337,059

Sewer Fund

490,910

476,145

Water Fund

293,877

303,938

Total Operating Budget All Funds

$

7,897,189

§$

a1Lt7. 142

§$

6,704,293
498,078
293,725

Ss

7,496,096

Warrant Articles Not In Operating Budget

Cable Improvements Fund (Article #14)
Camp Waldron Road (Article #15)
Police Department Boat Improvement (Article #16)
Police Department Photocopier (Article #17) _
Kidworks Learning Center Support (Article #18)

30,000
55,000
10,000
6,000
8,000

Circle Drive Repaving (Article #19)
Grand Total - All Inclusive Budget

$-°

7,897,189
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-$
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1998 Meredith Budget
1998
Estimated
$
10,000
32,000
160,000
202,000

Taxes
Yield
Boat
Interest & Penalties on Taxes
Total Taxes
Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permits

$

11,792
38,225
168,317
218,334

$

10,000
32,000
160,000
202,000

650,000
17,000
35,000
702,000

135,117
31,493
74,397
23,281

275,852

136,286
31,493
74,397
23,281
42,216
243,608
62,901
19
ISsio2
627,713

379
4,500
269,167

435,000

544,615

380,000

17,000
35,000

Total Licenses and Permits

1999
Estimated

792,619
20,483
48,262
861,364

650,000

Building Permits
Other Licenses, Permits, Fees

1998
Actual

702,000

Intergovernmental Revenues
State

Highway Block Grant

136,286

Shared Revenue
Rooms & Meals Tax
Water Pollution Grants
Filtration Grant
FEMA - Federal and State - Ice Storm 98

31,493
74,397
23,281

FEMA - Federal and State - Flood 98
State & Forest Land Reimbursement
Other State/Federal Revenue
Total Intergovernmental Revenues

379
10,016

Charges for Services

Income from Departments
Miscellaneous Revenues

Sale of Town Property

5,000

Interest on Investments

75,000

Insurance & Betterment Assessments
Total Miscellaneous Revenues

36,318
197,814
130,547
364,679

125,356
205,356

5,000
75,000
113,356

1933500

Other Financing Sources
Interfund Transfers

Special Revenue Fund
Capital Projects Fund

221,453

321,247

284,849
5,000
147,351
437,200

2,141,455

3,053,905

1,967,976

285,167

Trust Funds

36,080

Total Other Financing Sources
Total Revenues & Other Financing Sources

Unreserved Fund Balance Used To
Reduce Tax Rate
Total Revenues, Other Financial Sources
and Use of Fund Balance

221,453

752,000

$27,267

$

2,668,722

$

3,053,905

2511 9.976

499,469
307,366

498,078
293,fad

Special Revenue Funds
Sewer

490,910

Water

293,877

Grand Total All Funds

$3,453,509
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_$

3,860,740

ee
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1999 Municipal Tax Rate Projection
1999 Appropriations — Approved by Board of Selectmen

$ 7,496,096

Less: 1998 Estimated Revenues — Other than Property Taxes

($3,511,779)

Less: Shared Revenues — Town Portion

($

36,107)

Add: Overlay Proposed

$

50,000

Add: War Service Credits (Deducted From Property Tax Warrant)

$

60,150

Total Net Town Appropriation to be Raised by Taxation

$4,058,360

1999 Estimated Tax Rate (Town Portion Only)
Compared to the 1998 Tax Rate of $6.89 (Town Portion Only)

$6.89

Non-Operating Warrant Article With No Tax Rate Impact:
If the following non-operating warrant articles are passed there will be no increase in the tax rate:
1. Article #14: $30,000 Cable Improvement Fund (Funded by Use of 1998 Fund Balance)
2. Article #15: $55,000 Camp Waldron Road (Funded by Use of 1998 Fund Balance)

3. Article #16: $10,000 Police Boat Improvements (Funded by Capital Reserve Fund)
4. Article #17: $6,000 Police Department Photocopier (Funded by Capital Reserve Fund)

Non-Operating Warrant Articles With Potential Tax Rate Impact:
If the following non-operating warrant articles are passed, the tax rate will increase by:

1. Article #18: $8,000 Kidworks Learning Center Support (Supported by Board of Selectmen)
Impact on the Tax Rate (per $1,000 valuation)

One-time Appropriation

$0.01 For Fiscal Year Ended 12/31/99

2. Article #19: $15,000 Petitioned Article for Circle Drive (Not Supported by Board of Selectmen)
Impact on the Tax Rate (per $1,000 valuation)
One-time Appropriation

$0.025 For Fiscal Year Ended 12/31/1998

a2

Meetings of Town Boards and Committees
Monday:

Board of Selectmen - 7:00 pm, Ist & 3rd Mondays,
Conference Room, Police Station

Tuesday:

Library Trustees - 7:30 pm, 2nd Tuesday,
Public Library
Planning Board - 7:30 pm, 2nd & 4th Tuesdays,
Conference Room, Police Station

Thursday:

Conservation Commission - 7:30 pm, Ist Thursday,
Conference Room, Police Station
Zoning Board of Adjustment - 7:30 pm, 2nd Thursday,
Conference Room, Police Station

Other:

Economic Development
Lakes Region Planning Commission
Route 3 & 25 Task Force
Contact Municipal Office for location/date

Municipal Office Hours
Assessor's Office
Building's & Grounds
Code Enforcement
General Assistance
Highway Department
Municipal Office
Planning & Zoning

Public Library

Recreation Department
Solid Waste Facility
|
Tax Collector
Town Clerk
Town Manager
Water & Sewer Department

M-F
M-F
M-F

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
1:30pm - 5:00 pm
T -F
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
M-F
7:30am - 4:30 pm
M-F
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
M-F
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
1:30pm - 5:00 pm
T, W
10:00am - 8:00 pm
TH
8:00am - 8:00 pm
F
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
SAT
10:00am - 2:00 pm
M-F
8:00 am
5:00 pm
Daily 8:00 am
3:00 pm
except Wednesday's and Holidays
M-F
8:00am - 5:00 pm
M-F
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
M-F
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
M-F
7:00 am - 3:30pm

279-4538
279-3923
279-4538
279-4538
279-6352
279-4538
279-4538

279-4303

279-4538
279-8480
279-4538
279-4538
279-4538
279-3046

Town of Meredith
All Emergency Calls
Diale
lee
Cooperative Resources, Inc.

536-7400

Providing Meredith with local dial up access to the Internet.
Please call or visit their website www.coopresources.net.

Emergency & Health Information
Community Action Program
Emergency Management Director
Hanover Poison Information Center

279-4096
219-895D
1-800-562-8236

Lakes Region General Hospital

924-3211

Meredith Public Health Nursing

279-6611

Meredith Town Office
Business
Fax
Public Information Line

279-4538
279-1042
219-50 to

Police~Local and State
Belknap County Sheriff's Department
Meredith non-emergency
State Police (Concord)
State Police (Tamworth)

524-3830
279-4561
1-800-852-3411
323-8112

We have the following available services for the general public at the
Municipal Office.

Municipal Office (Burning Permits)

Notary/Justice of the Peace
TDD

279-4538

$5.00/document
279-4538

